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Preface

The process began with a request for anyone to submit questions to be asked of candidates. Invitations to submit questions were
posted on internet message boards, in letters to theStandard-Timesand theIndependent, and in emails to organizations and
people who would forward them.

The invitations asked for questions that “would serve to divide the �eld” and cautioned that the questions would be attributed
to the asker, and would not be anonymous.

The team received approximately 60 questions, from severaldozen citizens, from which 19 were selected. Three more
questions were added by team members, and the 23rd question is simply an opportunity for a candidate to add to the other
statements, or to provide a closing statement.

Editors' Note: The answers to the questions are provided in the candidates'own words, and
the questionnaire team has provided neither grammar checking nor fact checking. The answers
shown below, and the information in them, are the responsibility of each candidate.

c
 2006 — All rights reserved to the members of the Questionnaire Project Team. Permission is hereby granted to anyone to
reproduce, distribute, and quote all or any page of this document, but not to modify it in any way.
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All Town Council candidates were sent a letter requesting their participation in the questionnaire process, and directing them
to a web form. The following letter appeared at the top of thatform:

12 October 2006

Dear Town Council Candidate:

We are requesting you, as a candidate for the NK Town Council,to respond to this
questionnaire by Sunday, October 22, 2006 for inclusion in our report that will be
widely distributed within the NK community.

Upon completion, the answers of all candidates will be collated into a single doc-
ument, and posted on the internet. It will also be circulatedin bound form around
town. We will also be submitting press releases about this effort to the local pa-
pers, the North Kingstown magazine, and the Providence Journal, as well as pass-
ing it around on the discussion boards and email lists.

Please answer all questions below. Responses will be limited to 250 words or less.
There are eleven candidates, and a lot of questions. Keepingit terse will bene�t
all the readers.

Please choose a password, and send it under separate cover, by email or telephone,
to a member of the questionnaire team, to guarantee that the answers received are
from you.

We will be accepting submissions via this form until midnight, October 22. If
you want to revise a question, feel free to submit the form a second time. Use the
same password, which will identify you. If you want to revisea question, there is
no need to resubmit answers to all the other questions. Completed questionnaires
arriving after this deadline will not be included in the report. Questions without
a response will be labeled “No Response.” We will not do any editing of your
responses, and will present the text just as you send it.

As you no doubt know, this effort is modeled after our similarquestionnaire for
School Committee candidates (though it is much shorter, in deference to the short
time before the election). That effort has been extraordinarily successful, and over
1200 copies of the report have been downloaded from the of�cial site, dozens of
hard copies have been placed at diners, bars, day care centers, hair salons and
other gathering places around town. Our experience shows that we have every
expectation that your replies to these questions will be seen by two to three thou-
sand town residents. We hope that you are as pleased as we are that internet and
desktop publishing technology can be an aid to discussions of the important issues
of the day, and look forward to reading your responses.

Thank you very much for your time and effort.

Respectfully submitted,

NK Candidate Questionnaire Team

School Committee Candidate Questionnaire Team

Tricia Armstrong,
Marion Holland
Tom Sgouros
Dave Wrenn
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1 Purpose

Why are you running for Town Council? (Team question)

Dorman Hayes: I have lived
in Rhode Island since 1951.
South Kingstown, until 1968
and since then in North

Kingstown. Attended the University
of Rhode Island completing three years
with a total of about 180 hours. I have
lived in the project King's Grant for
over 32 years. My three main concerms
are emvironmental issues, temperance
issues and social issues. This cadidate
is strongly opposed to alcoholic bever-
ages, tobacco products and gambling
and would support measures limiting
or prohibiting the sale and/or use of
these.

Ed Cooney: I am running for
re-election to the North Kingse-
own Town council because I
wish to continue my work on

the town council to meet and over-
come the �scal challenges we now face.
Property taxes are high; our water de-
livery system is antiquated; �re protec-
tion services to the Slocum neighbor-
hoods require immediate attention; all
the while costs of health care, educa-
tion and pension bene�ts continue to
increase.

The key element running through
each of these problems is �nancial.
That is why I have concentrated my
priorities in the past two years on �s-
cal �tness, �scal accountability, and
spending controls. The leadership of
our town must pursue an uncompro-
mising program for improving the ef-
fciency and most cost effective manner
in which municipal services are deliv-
ered. I have the experience and �nan-
cial skills to help lead the town through
this maze of challenges and investment
choices. Strengths I bring the job of
councilmember are;

1. More than 30 years of senior �-
nancial management experience
in the private sector

2. degree in Economics, Masters in
Taxation and CPA

3. Managed budgets several times
larger than town's, often in dif-
�cult economies

4. Trustee and past Chairman Kent
Hospital Board of Trustees

Shelagh McGowan: I believe
North Kingstown has been well
served by a Republican-led
Town Council over the last 14

years. Their efforts to balance the
needs of the community against the
means to pay for them has created a
highly desireable community in which
to live. I hope to continue that tradition
of responsible governance.

Mark Tripp: I believe that a
change in direction is needed.
We need sensible, responsible,
and accountable leadership on

the council. I do not feel that we
have this under the present majority
of the council. The people of North
Kingstown have lost their faith, and
there is a feeling of mistrust and help-
lessness. I don't believe that the council
has met its obligations as the guardian
of the people. Priorities and basic ser-
vices have been overlooked in favor of
decisions that are not in the best interest
of the taxpayer or the town. Many peo-
ple, including our seniors, can not af-
ford to live here anymore, and younger
people can not afford to come here and
be part of our community. I would ask,
if as a taxpayer or resident, are you bet-
ter off than you were two, four, or even
seven years ago? Just look at what has
happened over the last two years. We
have to get back to basics in a sensible,
responsible, and accountable manner.

Steve Campo:I am seeking of-
�ce because I have lived and
worked in North Kingstown for
more than twenty years and I

am not happy with the town manage-
ment. Quite frankly, we do not get a
lot of ”bang” for our tax dollar. As an

experienced businessman, I know that I
can do a better job. I have both the busi-
ness experience and the education as
well as the time and committment that
it takes to ef�ciently run our town. I
hold a Bachelor of Arts degree in Man-
agerial Economics and an M.B.A. de-
gree in Management. And when you
vote for me, you will be voting for a
businessman that has experience with
managing multi-million dollar budgets
at least as large as our town's budget.
Today, after twenty successful years in
business I can now dedicate the much
needed time to perform this job cor-
rectly. I am looking to embrace being
your town councilman with more of a
full-time effort. I am willing to make
myself available and open to all my
constituents and look foward to serving
the needs of the community.

Ted Whittaker: To be honest
there are a number of reasons
that I am running for Town
Council. First, I was asked to

by Mr. John Henseler, Chairman of
the North Kingstown Democratic Party,
the day after the passing of his wife
and my very dear friend, Sue. John
and the Democratic Town Committee
felt I would be the best candidate to
�ll this position because of my past ex-
perience and active involvement for 32
years while living in North Kingstown.
In addition, Sue and I were involved
together in politics for over 20 years
from the time she was our State Rep-
resentative and Majority Whip to the
present Town Council position. We
campaigned together two years ago
while running for Town Council. Since
her election we often talked about lo-
cal matters and collaborated on many
things. I am running in honor of her
and I will attempt to continue the plat-
form that Sue believed would better the
town.
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Bill Gilbert: I believe we have
a great town, great schools,
and excellent geography. I
believe the issues that North

Kingstowners face are management is-
sues. We need better, more responsi-
ble, more communicative and accessi-
ble town management — we need a
Town Council that talks to, listens to,
and works with the public. We don't
have that right now, and that needs to
change. We need a Town Council that
looks forward, plans long-term and bal-
ances the respective rights of all our
residents. We cannot tax our senior
citizens out of their homes, we cannot
under-fund the education of our youths,
and we must also remember to be a
good employer. The Town Council
must be sensitive to all our residents.

Anthony Miccolis: Over the
past four years that I have been
on the Town Council, I have
worked hard to earn the trust of

the residents of North Kingstown, and
I have done my best to bring a thought-
ful, principled approach to our debates.
I have always made it a priority to work
on the issues that North Kingstown res-
idents raise most often: taxes, spend-
ing, quality education, public safety,
and open space preservation, just to
name a few. It is critically important
that we listen carefully to the residents
of our town, understand the issues that
are important to them, and seek reason-
able, long-term solutions. As I have
said many times, I believe that it is lo-
cal government's responsibility to pre-
serve and safeguard the character of
our community and our neighborhoods.
The words 'Working Together for Our
Town' are on all of my campaign signs,
and I truly believe that we need to work
together to achieve results.

For example, I have enjoyed work-
ing with my colleagues to bring greater
�scal responsibility and transparency to
our annual budget process. I am proud
to have helped lead efforts to rein in
spending in our budget, while at the
same time continuing to maintain the

many quality services that are provided
in North Kingstown. I am running
for re-election to the Town Council be-
cause I want to continue working on all
of these important issues on behalf of
the residents of our town.

John Patterson: I am run-
ning for reelection to the North
Kingstown Town Council to
continue working on behalf of

the citizens of our Town. There are
many ways to be of service to the com-
munity; elective of�ce is but one. There
are over 300 volunteers in town who
are members of boards and commis-
sions. Their work is vital to protecting
our quality of life. That means work-
ing as a team to support our residents
in a variety of ways, preserve our natu-
ral resources while acquiring additional
open space, promote responsible eco-
nomic development, and advocate for
the very best education we can afford.

Four years ago, because of spiral-
ing spending, I recommended that the
Council create a cap with regard to mu-
nicipal and school expenditures. While
it has worked reasonably well, and I
propose that we continue the cap, it re-
mains a short-term measure. The State
needs to create a formula for the equi-
table distribution of funds to municipal-
ities and school districts. Also, over the
long term, we need to change the way
property is valued. One reason why I
wish to return to the Town Council is
so that I can continue to advocate for
“holding the line on taxes,” but also
so that I can continue to work on the
longer term issue of property valuation.
All of this must be done while main-
taining the Town's outstanding quality
of life. For these reasons, I am running
for reelection to the North Kingstown
Town Council.

Mark Zaccaria: To continue
the work I've started in my
�rst 2 1

2 Years on the Council.
Speci�cally, I feel there is much

to be done in promoting the RightTax

plan for changing the method we use
for computing Property Tax Bills. The
balanced bill to allow towns to adopt
this plan was buried in the last session
of the legislature. I mean to work ag-
gressively to get that bill to the �oor in
the next session. We are on the verge
of an exciting expansion of the town's
Open Space initiative. I and my Repub-
lican colleagues in past Councils have
established a successful pattern of pre-
serving NK land resources without re-
moving large amounts of property from
the tax rolls. Experience in and dedica-
tion to this process will be needed on
the Council in the next term. I also be-
lieve I can be a positive in�uence for a
new, more cooperative relationship be-
tween the Town Council and the School
Committee. We need to urge and assist
the next School Committee to reassert
its leadership over School Department
policy and management.

RightTax will assist us to fund the
community initiatives that lie ahead.
Open Space preservation will allow us
to largely maintain the character of our
town. A strong School Committee will
stand with the strong Council to man-
age North Kingstown effectively. I'm
running again to have a hand in all these
matters.

Erin Carroll: As a work-
ing mother living in North
Kingstown, and as an involved
citizen, I have been able to view

our community through many lenses:
that of resident and working mother.
These diverse experiences have led me
to believe that, although we have one of
the most enviable communities in our
state, more can be done. I believe that
my unique outlook can be of use to our
town. I will be the fresh pair of eyes
that North Kingstown needs to ensure
that our community continues to grow
in a responsible manner, open spaces
are preserved, resolve to make �scally
prudent/affordable decisions and that
all residents are protected and ensure
the necessary services are available.
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Land Use

2 Land Use

How do you feel about the preservation of farm land and protectionof farming in NK and South County?
What do you think about the rate of development in town, both residential and commercial? (Richard L.

Pastore)

Mark Tripp: Farming and
working farms are part of the
character of this area. Both
have to be protected as best

as possible. As it relates to develop-
ment in both residential and commer-
cial, there are several areas that are im-
portant to note. First, this is why proper
development at Quonset is so very, very
vital to the well being and the future of
this town. This is a large area where
development can take place and not in-
trude on the character of the rest of the
town. If done properly, this is a win-
ning situation for the town and the peo-
ple in it. That being said, lets turn to
residential development. Any residen-
tial development has to be closely mon-
itored. We have to make sure those
services such as water, public safety,
schools, and roads are up to the task of
the added burden. At this time I do not
believe that they are. Also, as stated
before, we should not allow any new
development to change the character of
the town in a negative manner.

Ed Cooney: I am in favor
of preserving the rural farming
character of NK.I do not feel
the potential of QDC is being

developed as quickly as I would like
to see. Ideally, the incremental tax
revenue from successful QDC expan-
sion would help fund programs to fund
farmland preservation

Steve Campo:Thomas Jeffer-
son believed that farms were
the main stay of a sound econ-
omy and social order. In his

vision the farm would form the basic
unit around which a democracy would
be organized. I couldn't agree more.
And like Thomas Jefferson, I too have
a heartfelt affection for the land itself.

I am strongly in favor of preserving
and protecting our farmland. Just think

where we wouldn't be if we didn't put
sweat and equity into our farmland. We
are a self-suf�cient country and just
imagine what life would be like without
farmers and with a great dependency on
foreign import.

Preserving our farmlands here in
North Kingstwon is in keeping with the
history of our town. There was a time
when there were many more farms in
town. We need to preserve the work-
ing farms that still exist. And besides
there is nothing like farm fresh fruits
and vegetables.

There is no doubt that we need to
expand our commercial tax base in
order to stabilize local property tax.
North Kingstown is uniquely fortunate
to have a tremendous economic oppor-
tunity just waiting to happen, namely
Quonset Point. For this reason and
this reason only there is no necessity to
develop other large tracts of land cur-
rently in North Kingstown.

Our neighboring communitites have
not been as fortunate. Approximately
twenty years ago, Route 2 was a nice
road to drive down. It was a scenic
drive with many old large pine trees.
Warwick needed to develop Route 2,
however, to expand its commercial
base.

Ted Whittaker: Open space
must be preserved for future
generations to enjoy. Preserva-
tion of farms, as long as they are

productive and producing farms should
be preserved. I also believe that some
parcels of land should be available for
municipal use if needed such as �re sta-
tions, police stations, schools, a town
well, or a town recreational use.

I believe the rate of both residential
and commercial development in town
must go hand in hand. When houses
are built usually children are enrolled in
our school system causing an increase

of services and expenses. We need to
be more business friendly because the
taxes we gain from businesses help off-
set the costs charged to the taxpayers.
We must reach a common denomina-
tor of residential and commercial de-
velopment in our town so that we ben-
e�t from the tax burden spread to both
areas.

Bill Gilbert: Preserving farm-
land and open space in North
Kingstown achieves several
things. It protects the rural look

and feel of our town. It also can re-
duce pressures on our budget and our
schools. Currently, each new home
constructed in NK pays approximately
$3,800 in property taxes. For each
of those new homes, the school de-
partment must educate 1.5 children at
a cost of $10,800 per child per year
(a total cost of $16,600 per home per
year). This means for each new home
constructed, the town goes backwards
$12,800. Reducing and controlling de-
velopment by preserving open space
can be a good deal for the town, de-
pending on the cost of the land pre-
served. For example, in 2000, the town
acquired the development rights to 380
acres of land in Slocum for $4 mil-
lion. This prevented construction of
185 homes and reduced pressure on
the schools by avoiding enrollment of
278 new students. And it preserved the
rural character of that area — this was
a good deal. The more recent, 2005
purchase of 8 house lots in Fletcher
Meadow Estates for $2 million was
a bad deal by comparison. It only
saved enrollment of 16 new students;
it will take 17 years to break even on
the investment, based on the cost of
educating those new students. Preserv-
ing farmland and open space in ways
that make sense should absolutely be a
priority for North Kingstown.
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Anthony Miccolis: I whole-
heartedly support protecting
and preserving open space.
Our town continues to be very

aggressive in its efforts to protect its
natural resources and open space. In
fact, just over 5,000 acres of open space
— 18% of the town — have been pre-
served through a combination of Town
purchases, subdivision set-asides, do-
nations, and the hard work of organi-
zations such as the Land Conservancy
of North Kingstown. Our natural re-
sources are precious commodities and
we must do all we can to protect and
preserve them.

In addition, the acquisition of open
space is one of the most cost-effective
uses of our tax dollars, as we are able
to protect natural assets and simultane-
ously, avert the cost of increased ser-
vices associated with residential de-
velopment. Our town is threatened
by over-development and like every
town in South County, it faces a se-
ries of very important land use deci-
sions. While there is no `one plan �ts
all' solution, successful communities
must recognize what they value in their
neighborhoods and develop plans to re-
�ect those values. The risks for not do-
ing so are too great. I support our Com-
prehensive Plan as a framework for the
future of our town and believe that for-
ward thinking growth policies will as-
sure future generations an exceptional
quality of life.

John Patterson: One of my
main objectives is to continue
the Town's acquisition of open
space so that we can preserve

the character of North Kingstown. I'm
not anti-business, by any means, but
there needs to be a balance in the years
ahead as the town develops. There
are good business prospects at Quon-
set/Davisville and along Post Road that
we should continue to encourage.

Mark Zaccaria: Open space
preservation in areas that would
otherwise become residen-
tial tracts does two things:

It conserves the character of North
Kingstown and it retards the growth of
municipal expenses. I believe it is a
worthy goal for the next Town Council
and I think you have only to travel to
some of our neighboring towns to the
north to see what could happen here if
that goal is not met. In an era where
municipal expenses are increasing as a
percentage of potential property tax in-
come we need to look long and hard at
any additional residential development.

The existing agricultural community
in our town demonstrates that farm-
ing is still a viable business here. So
open space preservation can be closely
linked to the preservation of small busi-
ness as it relates to agriculture.

Industrial development is also a wor-
thy goal in that it provides tax income
to offset the need for residential prop-
erty taxes whilst also fueling the eco-
nomic engine that will keep NK viable
for jobs and the creation of asset value.
In North Kingstown we have an envi-
able resource in the Quonset Davisville
Industrial Park. Now that the state has
put a management team in place that
is dedicated to industrial development
of the real estate the park offers us the
quickest route to achieving these indus-
trial goals.

Erin Carroll: I think that our
town's development is one of
the most pressing issues fac-
ing our community. North

Kingstown has a unique charm, due in
large part to its rural setting. It is im-
portant that we allow our town to grow
responsibly in order to foster economic
growth while maintaining its character.
Therefore, I would say that I am con-
cerned about poorly planned develop-
ment.

I do, however, strongly support eco-
nomic development when it is bal-
anced and planned with the future in
mind. I think the Quonset develop-
ment will be an economic engine that

will help offset the tax burden, provide
North Kingstown residents with jobs,
and bring business to our town.

To address the issue of farming,
North Kingstown's farming tradition
goes back hundreds of years and has
always been an important part of the
town. Indeed, farming also contributes
to our town's character and should not
be overlooked as an important tool
in maintaining open space. Well-
managed, pro�table farms are, in ef-
fect, excellent ways of maintaining our
town's open spaces while still provid-
ing food and jobs for our residents. I
will support these farms and ensure that
hard-working, responsible farmers con-
tinue to contribute their valuable ser-
vices to North Kingstown.

Shelagh McGowan: I think
it is vital to maintain the ru-
ral character of NK and South
County. I believe rate of de-

velopment is of concern. I am unsure
that a new Stop & Shop at Route 102
& Route 4, only a few miles from an-
other one in East Greenwich, is the
best use for that land. We now have
three big box retailers, Walmart, Home
Depot, and Stop & Shop within walk-
ing distance of each other. A com-
munter rail is planned in the same area.
I would support a more measured ap-
proach to future development so North
Kingstown does not become like the
Route 2 corridor in Warwick, an end-
less expanse of stores.

Dorman Hayes: This candi-
date is also an agrarian so-
cialist and an environmentalist.
He would support Agricultural

Pdrotective Zoning and other measures
improving the agricultural economic
base in N.K. He believes that the aban-
donment or our farms and woodlands
has left untapped one of our great-
est economic resources. In a crisis in
which we were forced to provide our
oun food and fuel many of us would ei-
ther starve or freeze to death.
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What does the Post Road corridor rehabilitation project involve anddo you support it? Would you support
undergrounding the electric utilities as part of that project? (Richard L. Pastore)

Ed Cooney:The Post Road cor-
ridor plan addresses a plan for
the parts of Post Road from
the East Greenwich town line to

just south of Stony Lane. The plan sets
a vision for the future of the corridor
in terms of design, land use and trans-
portation improvements meeded to im-
plement the vision. It also explores
the potential for the Post Road corri-
dor to be a growth center for North
Kingstown. It is very well done and the
planning department should be comple-
mented for it.

I have strongly advocated that the
plan incorporate a logical and planned
identi�catiion to where access to the
Quonset sewer authority makes sense
and would be preferred. This avoids
the one-off type of approvals the coun-
cil has been asked to support.

I believe undergrounding the electric
utilities would add to the attractiveness
of this plan. As in all matters, we
need to be certain the cost versus value
proposition is appropriate.

Steve Campo:The Post Road
corridor rehabilitation project
involves installing an island
with planted trees in the middle

of Post Road. I support the concept of
beautifying Post Road. But the prob-
lem with the plan, however, is that there
is not enough room to install an is-
land on Post Road without taking away
property from current small business
owners. The taking of property from
these business owners would eliminate,
in many cases, their front parking since
many of the buildings were built close
to the road. This would be detrimental
to many of the property owners. In the-
ory this plan is good. But sometimes
theory and practice are different. The
plan is ”pie in the sky” and not appro-
priate. As an experienced landscaper, I
can not help but think it would be more
practical to plant trees in front of the
businesses on both sides of Post Road.
In my twenty years of experience in

performing many large landscape beau-
ti�cation projects, I can tell you that the
place to plant a tree line in the mid-
dle of the road would have been prac-
tical, beautiful and on the money had it
been planted in the center island of the
long road going through Jamestown be-
tween the two bridges. Had this been
done, it would have been a home run
just like the area in lower Manhattan
that was revitalized by Donald Trump
by placing beautiful trees and �owers
in the center island.

Yes, I would support undergrounding
the electric utilities as part of the beau-
ti�cation project.

Ted Whittaker: The Post Road
corridor has been a long time
coming. This would enhance
our commercial properties and

increase our property values along Post
Road and the North end. This section
of town has needed improvement for a
long time. Underground electric utili-
ties should be considered not only for
the Post Road corridor but for all de-
velopments.

If the Post Road corridor is ap-
proached in a manner that does not dis-
rupt businesses located along the corri-
dor and the impact to our community
abutting Post Road is held to a mini-
mum this could be a win, win for ev-
eryone.

Bill Gilbert: The Post Road
Corridor Rehabilitation Project
(PRCRP) is intended to im-
prove NK's primary commer-

cial corridor, speci�cally, Post Road
from the Wickford Police Barracks
north to East Greenwich. This section
of road has been plagued by pedestrian
and vehicular circulation issues.

The PRCRP is a forward looking plan
to bring long term economic vitality
back to this area while improving traf-
�c cueing at intersections. The plan
includes improvements to streetscapes
and landscapes and improving pedes-

trian safety by providing sidewalks. It
also considers improvements to the ex-
isting parking design, layout and use of
the �fth (turning) lane as a landscaped
median for a more boulevard appear-
ance. It calls for identifying ways to
combine entrances and exits of multi-
ple business parcels. Combining en-
trances and exits (curb cuts) reduces the
frequency of traf�c entering into on-
coming traf�c thereby improving traf�c
�ow and reducing opportunity for col-
lisions.

The Project is a prime example
of the long range inclusive plan-
ning and management that I will
bring to the Town Council. Yes, I
support this concept and look for-
ward to working with the planning
staff and the community in priori-
tizing and implementing these goals
as funds allow. You can learn more
about this project online athttp://
www.northkingstown.org/
planningdept/special_reports.
asp

Burial of utility lines should be in-
corporated in the improvements if pos-
sible and �nancially feasible. The
town's ordinances already require all
new development projects to employ
underground utility technology. Under-
ground utilities are more esthetically
appealing and less prone to power dis-
ruptions.

Anthony Miccolis: The Post
Road Corridor Plan involves
a number of land use deci-
sions for the Town which in-

clude, but are not limited to: transporta-
tion improvements, streetscape im-
provements, and village center options.
I support the framework of the plan
as it was presented to the Town Coun-
cil. In order for the plan to move for-
ward, we will need to work in collabo-
ration with a number of state and fed-
eral agencies to make this a reality. Fi-
nally, yes, exploring the feasibility of
moving the utility lines underground is
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certainly worthwhile. It is likely to be
very costly, but we should examine it
as a part of the overall project and de-
termine whether it is a viable option.

John Patterson: The Post
Road corridor for many is the
entrance to our Town. Working
with property owners along the

corridor, the rehab project is a �ne op-
portunity to create a kind of boulevard
with trees and landscaping that attract
people to the area and to the businesses
along the way. I have asked that the
Town undertake a study of the possi-
bility of creating a sewer system along
Post Road which would be another pos-
itive factor in the rehab of the corridor.

I would support the placement of
utilities underground depending on the
cost. An alternative that may be less
expensive is to place power lines and
cables behind businesses on each side
of the Post Road.

Mark Zaccaria: I support he
current Post Road Redevelop-
ment Plan. It offers us the
chance to beautify an area of

our community that sorely needs it
while actually enhancing the function-
ality of the neighborhoods and local re-
tail zones it will create. I see the act of
long term planning as one which is an
important province of government. It
is one that frequently takes a back seat
to pressing shorter term requirements.
With the Post Road Redevelopment we
have a chance to really deliver on gov-
ernment's promise of Planning.

What we will �nd as the corridor is
built out is that we have created a work-
ing laboratory for the ideas of 'New Ur-
banism' that pervade the planning for
this project. By facilitating a rich, tex-
tured quality of life within a walking
distance we will promote community
between and among residents of the lo-
cal neighborhoods we create. I hope
that someday this process can become
a model for the whole town.

In the Post Road Corridor we have
our best chance of beginning that work.
That's because there we have our most
ready access to sanitary sewers that are
a key component of the higher density
residential loading which fosters New
Urbanism. Thus our efforts at mak-
ing the Post Road plan a reality will
also assist us in developing the grow-
ing and cooperative working relation-
ship we must have with QDC. The Post
Road Plan is a Win-Win-Win proposi-
tion in my opinion.

Erin Carroll: The Post Road
corridor rehabilitation project
involves transportation im-
provements, streetscape con-

cepts, village center optyions and land
use planning concepts in an attempt
to implement elements of the town's
2001 comprehensive plan. A 69-page
report can be found here:http://
www.northkingstown.org/
planningdept/post_rd_corridor.
asp

In general, I support measures that
contribute to the natural beauty of our
community. The undergrounding of
electric utilities could prove to be just

such a measure. However, this issue
must also be considered in light of its
cost. If the Department of Transporta-
tion or the utilities bore the cost of the
undergrounding, I would fully support
this measure. If the cost will fall upon
the town, then it must be determined
how this measure will be funded and
whether or not our town can afford such
a measure.

Shelagh McGowan: Post
Road was developed during
World War II, when sensibli-
ties concerning pedestrian ac-

cess where quite different. I support
improvements to this corridor, to in-
clude underground utilities, if done in
a comprehensive manner that includes
affordable residential housing and new
businesses.

Dorman Hayes: This candi-
date believes that too much
money is being spent on our
roads and not enough on

aforddable housing, our schools and the
economic viability of our farms and
woodlands.

Mark Tripp: I have looked
over this plan, and basically, I
believe in it but not at this time.
I feel that there are much more

important and needed matters that have
to be attended to �rst. When the time
comes for this project, I have noth-
ing against underground utilities, but I
am open to any further suggestions that
may arise at that time.

Would you be willing to back a bike path running through major sectionsof town? (Pete Fournier)

Steve Campo:Yes, I am in fa-
vor of a bike path. It is a won-
derful way to spend the day
with your family and friends.

Ted Whittaker: I would sup-
port and consider bike paths if
constructed in a manner that
does not interfere with busi-

ness and residential neighborhoods. At

present a bike path is on the plan for
Quonset at the very end of my street.
I have attended many QDC meetings
and neighborhood meetings to view the
plans for Quonset. I also have listened
to the various concerns neighbors have
about the bike path and I want to make
sure we continue to have a dialogue
with the QDC.

Bill Gilbert: North Kingstown
is one of the largest geographic
towns in Rhode Island and
would greatly bene�t from in-

terconnection of our neighborhoods by
bike and walking paths. We are well
behind the other South County and East
Bay towns for implementing and de-
veloping bike paths. Bike paths are
neighborhood pathways and neighbor-
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hood connections. They promote good
health, respect for the environment, and
foster “People to People” interaction –
the lifeblood of a viable community.

As a Town Council member, I will
look to use the tools of the planning de-
partment and the Zoning Enabling Act
to ensure that all new residential and
commercial developments include in-
terconnections between or to existing
neighborhoods as part of their currently
required Open Space Plan.

The NK Planning department has
been working on a Bike Path plan for
years now with mixed results and re-
actions. Most of the negative feedback
comes from those residents whose
property would abut the path. With-
out question, those residents should
be concerned with light, noise and
decreased privacy. These are legit-
imate concerns that need to be ad-
dressed when and if we are ever able
to construct paths in already devel-
oped areas. The planning staff has
recently completed a feasibility study
for a segment of a bike path that would
lead from Town Hall on Boston Neck
Road to the Quonset area at Newcomb
Road. This study can be found at
http://www.northkingstown.
org/planningdept/bikeways.
asp . Federal funding is available for
bike paths; we should pursue those
funds vigorously.

Anthony Miccolis: I have been
supportive of intermodal trans-
portation throughout our town.
The South County bike path is

just one of the jewels in our immedi-
ate vicinity. Soon, we will have a bike
path that will complement the Quon-
set Business Park. However, the one
area I am concerned about is how and
if the path would traverse through areas
of private property. We must strike a
delicate balance between protecting the
rights of individual homeowners, and
at the same time providing important
recreational opportunities for our resi-
dents, which contribute to our wonder-
ful quality of life. Many other Rhode
Island communities have been able to

achieve this balance, and I am hopeful
that we can �nd a workable solution.

Mark Zaccaria: Yes. In the
term now closing I participated
as a member of the Town Coun-
cil in our evaluation of the con-

tinuation of the bike path in the south
end of town by continuing it from
Wickford to Quonset. Following the
Council's study on this matter we rec-
ommended that DOT begin work on a
bike path that will be co-terminus with
Post Road. A path that is separated
from the roadway might seem safer at
�rst glance but, as we've learned in
Ryan Park, facilities that are out of
sight of the mainstream of or town's
comings and goings are subject to
abuse and dif�cult to police. A separate
bike path would also carry cost premi-
ums and would take much longer to put
in place.

I would be willing to back a bike
path, in fact I have backed the one that
is currently being scheduled for con-
struction.

A natural next step, in my opinion,
would be to consider a closed course
bike path located in a town park or next
to athletic �elds. The objective here
would be to create a safe environment
for bicycle training and skills develop-
ment. Such a facility would help our
young bicyclists prepare and get ready
to join the traf�c on the main paths.

Shelagh McGowan:Yes, par-
ticularly if focused on the Post
Road corridor.

Erin Carroll: Open space,
parkland, and bicycle paths are
all quality of life enhancements
that, as a general matter, I

strongly support. A bike path would
surely be a well-traveled and much-
appreciated addition to our town. How-
ever, the location and cost of a bike path
must be considered when determining
whether such a project would be feasi-
ble. As a member of the Town Council,
I will approach a comprehensive plan

for a bike path fairly and will consider
both the aesthetic and athletic bene�ts,
as well as the cost to the town.

John Patterson: If a bike path
through town is not feasible
than we might consider requir-
ing bike riders to dismount at

either end of Brown Street and walk
their bikes through. They might even
do some shopping along the way!

Dorman Hayes: No. this
candidate would support the
improvement of bicycle lanes
along our roads and highways.

Also sudewalks and more crosswalks
making our town more bicycle and
pedestrian friendly and conforming to
the TEA - 21, Trasportatin Equity Act
for the 21st Century.

Mark Tripp: As stated in the
previous answer, not at this
time. When the time comes, we
will have to look at the factors

that are involved with a venture of this
type. These factors include where will
it be, how will it affect adjoining neigh-
borhoods, how will it change their qual-
ity of life etc. Then, there are also se-
curity and maintenance issues that have
to be addressed.

Ed Cooney: The council fully
vetted the proposed Wickford
to Quonset Bikeway in 2005
which would extend from the

town hall through Newcomb Road. Ad-
ditionally, the town is actively work-
ing with Quonset for a proposed Quon-
set bikeway. The current plan incor-
porates a variety of off road, shared
use and on road striped shoulders. The
planning department has also ideti�ed
several potential bikeway opportunities
utilizing the old Seaview Railroad. We
need to be sensitive to the historic sig-
ni�cance of the railroad but we should
continue to look at opportunities here.
Additionally, we should move forward
with Quonset to see this bikeay become
a reality.
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3 Quonset

Regarding Quonset Point and the development of additional commercial, industrial, and recreational
venues: What speci�c types of development do you approve and disapprove of, what level of environ-

mental impact on the bay do you consider acceptable, and how exactly will the Town of NK and its residents
bene�t from your plans? (Diane Hunter, 2 others)

Ted Whittaker: Since I live
just off Newcomb Road which
abuts the industrial park, the
development of the property is

very important to me. Quonset Point
is paramount to the stabilization of our
tax base in North Kingstown. This
can best be achieved with the QDC,
the town, and the neighbors listening to
each other and working cooperatively
towards the same mutual goal of sensi-
ble development of industries that are
environmentally friendly to all and will
produce good paying jobs. The pro-
posed bike path which will run from
Post Road to Allen's Harbor and the
waterfront area should be a positive
addition to the proper development of
Quonset Point.

Bill Gilbert: Years of false
starts and opposition to bad
projects proposed at Quonset
have left NK with a reputation

for being anti business and hard to deal
with. This stigma and the remnants
of bad blood between the town and
EDC have sti�ed meaningful growth at
Quonset. The State has had some suc-
cess bringing in businesses to this area,
but the majority are relocations, com-
panies that were already in the state.
This method of development creates no
new jobs.

With our town zoned approximately
82% residential and 18% commercial,
homeowners take the brunt of our bud-
get decisions. We must shift our tax
burden to commercial properties to en-
sure long-term economic vitality and to
guarantee that we do not tax our seniors
out of their homes. We must develop
Quonset intelligently and now.

The Quonset Master Plan allows for
mixed land uses throughout the Quon-
set complex. Due to the site's proxim-
ity to the bay and abutting two residen-

tial neighborhoods, I only support uses
with low environmental emissions, in-
cluding light, noise, water and air. I
will work with the planning staff and
QDC to ensure that we protect the en-
vironment and quality of life of Quon-
set's neighbors. As a Town council
member I will work diligently with the
QDC and the EDC to �nd ways that we
can intelligently develop Quonset.

The Master Plan can be found at
http://www.northkingstown.
org/planningdept/QPD.asp

Anthony Miccolis: Our
Town's Comprehensive Plan
calls for “carefully planned
economic development...to ex-

pand and stabilize [our] tax base and
provide quality employment opportu-
nities. New industrial and commercial
development should be stable and en-
vironmentally sound, compatible with
nearby land uses, consistent with en-
vironmental regulations, and generally
enhance the quality of life.” In my
view, “environmentally sound” means
protecting coastal buffers, minimizing
stormwater runoff into Narragansett
Bay, and ensuring that wastewater dis-
charges meet state standards. Carrying
out a dynamic economic development
strategy, without undermining the char-
acter of the town, requires that we work
closely with our partners at Quonset.

To that end, we have entered a new
era of collaboration with the state and
QDC. Together, we are improving the
local business climate and encouraging
responsible economic growth to help
offset our reliance on residential prop-
erty taxes. The result has been an
exciting transformation at the Quon-
set Business Park, with tangible bene-
�ts for the Town of North Kingstown.
We are seeing real progress on projects
such as the new retail and restaurant

district known as “the Gateway,” the
new headquarters for Hexagon Metrol-
ogy (Brown & Sharpe), Ocean State
Job Lot, and many others. Together,
we have attracted dozens of new busi-
nesses to North Kingstown, which will
bring new tax revenue to the town. I
am personally committed to maintain-
ing an open, honest partnership be-
tween North Kingstown and Quonset.

John Patterson: Quon-
set/Davisville is a mixed use
facility with large corporations
like Electric Boat and Toray

and activities at the piers. But, the busi-
ness park also has small �rms and a va-
riety of other uses such as a golf course,
restaurants, a marina, museums beach
areas and open space. I would not fa-
vor any kind of adverse impact on Nar-
ragansett Bay nor would I support any
polluting activities. The Town and resi-
dents bene�t from the tax revenues gen-
erated by Quonset/Davisville and in the
business that is generated by the indi-
viduals who work there, for example,
along Post Road.

Erin Carroll: I believe that the
future Quonset Point develop-
ment will be a vital economic
addition to North Kingstown. It

will provide our community with both
jobs and tax relief. I support light in-
dustrial, of�ce, and warehousing devel-
opments, and I believe that the current
industrial uses should be preserved.

Narragansett Bay is the state's great-
est natural resource. It provides us with
commercial, aesthetic, and recreational
value, and more. I would not support
any business that will have any mea-
surable impact on the bay, nor would I
support any business that will wantonly
discharge ef�uent, or cause harm to the
bay's ecosystem.
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Mark Zaccaria: Quonset
Davisville Industrial Park has
long been designated by fed-
eral, state, and local planning

documents for mixed commercial and
industrial use. As a result of this co-
ordinated plan town government en-
joys the support of the Rhode Island
EDC/QDC in the development pro-
cess. Although that support has not
always been enjoyable, it can be said
that both parties understand that the
other brings important capabilities to
the process. At this moment I believe
that the Town/QDC relationship is im-
proving with the inevitable result that
the build out at Quonset will go more
and more smoothly from here on in.
Since much has gone into getting the
plan to this point, I approve of working
the plan we have and I disapprove of
modifying it, especially to add large re-
tail spaces aimed not at Quonset work-
ers but rather at NK residents and those
from around the state.

The main environmental concern
from this development would be excess
nitrogen emissions into the bay. That
issue will be largely resolved by the use
of the existing sewage treatment plant
on the property.

Ultimately the town will bene�t from
Quonset development in that industrial
property tax income will offset the need
for increased income from residential
taxes. Our citizens will also bene�t
from the economic growth brought to
our town by the new industries and
businesses that locate here.

Shelagh McGowan: I support
the highest/best development
for this valuable property. I
am glad that North Kingstown

rejected a container port for Quonset,
since this is an example of development
that taxes the environment without pro-
viding high-quality employment. I
would not accept development that

places a material burden on the local
environment.

Dorman Hayes: In 1973,
when the Quonset Naval Base
was surplused, the Conserva-
tion Law Foundation and sev-

eral other groups went into Federal
Court with the State. The result of
this was a Settlement Agreement, a
Review Agreement and other Pdrotec-
tive Controls mandating how devel-
opment would take place at Quonset
Point. This candate has copies of those
agreements and believes they should be
enforced.

Mark Tripp: This is a great
question. Quonset Point, and
its proper development, is go-
ing to be the savior of this town

if, and only if, it is done in a reasonable
and responsible manner. It has the po-
tential of bringing this town a �nancial
base that will serve the people and this
town for years to come. The type of de-
velopment I would like to see contains
good paying jobs, responsible compa-
nies from all over, and companies that
are willing to become part of our com-
munity. To my mind, we want com-
panies that want to become part of our
tax base. By that, I mean we should
work to make them want to purchase
the land or buildings. When they only
lease it from the state and then they
leave, we will not have any payment
in lieu of taxes, so the income to the
town just stops. An empty building that
is owned by the state is not going to
be contributing to this town. I would
like to work towards a variety of busi-
nesses, commercial enterprise, manu-
facturing venues etc. I do not want to
bring in anything that would take away
from the businesses in this town that we
already have. These people have paid
their dues, and we should support them,
not stand by when they are driven out
of business. The town, and the people,

will bene�t from the increased revenue,
and this will only help to relieve the
property tax burden, which at this point
is extreme to say the least. Regard-
ing environmental impact to the bay, I
would want to see it minimal, prefer-
ably non-existent. These plans can be
accomplished if we work for them and
not let the State simply come in and
steamroll the town. What we must con-
sider here is that whatever happens at
Quonset is going to bene�t the State. It
is going to impact us; and therefore, we
have to make sure that we also bene�t.

Ed Cooney: Bike path as part
of green space is an important
concept of QDC. All develop-
ment must comply with CRMC

and DEM and is critical not to have a
negative environmental impact on ban.
I approve of full build out at Quonset as
it transfers some of the tax burden away
from the homeowners.

Steve Campo: We do not
want incinerators, land�lls, etc.
What we do want is companies
that make things which will fa-

cilitate the hiring of our skilled labor-
ers. For example, a Rhode Island com-
pany that makes sailboats moved out
of state because they needed more land
to continue to operate but couldn't �nd
a suitable and affordable property in
Rhode Island. When they moved out
of state, they took with them 32 skilled
jobs. If you elect me, I will �ght to
bring these companies back.

The level of environmental impact on
the bay that is acceptable should be
that which is determined by the D.E.M.
since they are the regulartory body. Re-
sponsible development should not im-
pact our bay. I want to keep the bay
clean so that we can continue �shing,
swimming, boating, and enjoying the
water.
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Quonset

In June, the QDC blocked the road running from Camp Ave. to Circuit Drive. For 80 years, residents have
used that road and its predecessor roads for access to the restof the community. It is a vital hurricane

evacuation route for 700 people in Shore Acres, Cedarhurst, Wickford Point, and Asqah, since the only other
access to our communities is through Camp Ave., which could easily be completely blocked by an accident or
fallen tree, and which was blocked in the 1938 hurricane.

On a daily basis, blocking this road means any accident on Camp Ave wouldtrap our communities for
hours until the town unlocks the gate, leading to people being unableto get to work, to handle emergency runs,
etc. The closure adds twenty minutes each day to work commutes for residents.

Please discuss this closure having taken place with no advance consultation with residents, and what is
your position on returning this road to full public use, and when would you expect that to happen? (Karen
Anne Kolling, 1 other)

John Patterson: QDC is sell-
ing land that includes a por-
tion of the road from Camp Av-
enue to Circuit Drive in Keifer

Park. Easements for emergency access
and utilities will be in place shortly and
bikers and walkers will still be able to
move through the area. Each �re truck
and police car will have a key to the
gate as well the QDC on-duty oper-
ations supervisor. A road for every-
day use is more problematic, however,
since it would involve the taking of pri-
vate property through the power of em-
inent domain, meeting town and state
standards for reconstructing the road all
for a cost to the town's taxpayers of up
to $300,000.

Bill Gilbert: This issue is
greater than one would think
and affects more residents than
those living in Shore Acres.

This issue has been discussed publicly
for many years. Unfortunately the town
and EDC are not well known for their
communication skills or for their inclu-
sion and solicitation of resident input. I
will change this.

This gate was closed because work-
ers at Quonset use this road as a short-
cut to circumvent traf�c congestion on
Davisville and Devils Foot Road at
peak hours and shift changes. Addi-
tionally, since there is no easy access to
interstate 95 southbound, large trucks
use this road to access Post Road to
head south, either to Route 102 or even
worse to Stony Lane. This causes con-
gestion and burdens the residents of

town with a traf�c count and type our
roads were not designed for.

There is no reason this gate can't be
opened in the event of an accident that
entirely blocks Camp Avenue. Hurri-
canes do not sneak up on us and I am
con�dent that our public safety of�cials
will be able to have this gate opened in
suf�cient time to allow for safe evac-
uation. In fact the town and the QDC
recently reached an agreement to have
this road opened for emergency situa-
tions.

I agree that we should reassess this
closure when the new Quonset access
and connector road to route 4 are com-
pleted.

Anthony Miccolis: Over the
past number of months, the
Town has been working with
the management team at Quon-

set and the business owner who pur-
chased the land where this access point
is located to �nd a workable solution
on this issue. First, I can say unequivo-
cally that there will be emergency ac-
cess via this gate. In fact, at a re-
cent Town Council meeting, an ease-
ment agreement for emergency access
was formally adopted. All Town and
Quonset public safety personnel have
the `key' to open the gate any time dur-
ing an emergency. Please be assured
that the safety of our residents will not
be compromised.

In addition, we continue to work with
the property owner to work out an
agreement to allow pedestrian and bi-
cycle access though this area. With

regard to the issue of a re-opening a
road at this location, the Town would
have to use its power of eminent do-
main to claim the land from the pri-
vate property owner and then construct
a new road that met Town standards.
Notwithstanding the issue of eminent
domain, that construction would cost in
the vicinity of $300,000. Nevertheless,
we continue to work with staff on this
issue and we certainly have the inter-
ests and safety of our residents in mind
at all times.

Mark Zaccaria: The Camp
Avenue Gate, as it is called, is
located on private property and
opens onto private property ' al-

beit paved private property. There was
no legal requirement for QDC to no-
tify the town before closing that gate.
Even so, by choosing not to QDC lost
yet another opportunity to partner with
the town and enlist support, rather than
always having to adopt a defensive pos-
ture after the fact. I hope they've
learned that now.

When the gate was closed the town
took immediate, effective steps to ne-
gotiate for emergency access. As a re-
sult, all NKPD and NKFD units today
carry keys to the gate and have proce-
dures in place as to when they may use
them. The gate will be opened when-
ever an evacuation, rescue or �re emer-
gency, or accidental closure of Camp
Avenue occurs. In addition, pedestrian
and bicycle access has already been re-
stored.

Questions of insurance and town ac-
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ceptance of the roadways will delay
any reopening of this gate for automo-
tive traf�c. It should be noted that a
large number of residents in the area
like it that way, citing lower levels of
auto traf�c, lower average speeds, and
safer overall conditions following the
closure.

Ultimately I expect the gate and the
roadway behind it to be re-opened to
vehicles. I will work towards that but
only after issues of road speci�cations
and liability have been resolved. In
other words, it won't happen quickly.

Erin Carroll: As QDC is a
quasi public agency, I would
have appreciated a more public
disclosure regarding the closure

of the road. I can also appreciate the
business owner's perspective that the
road cuts right through a commercial
area and not meant to be a main thor-
oughfare for the neighborhoods along
Camp Ave to Quonset Point and Rt. 1.

I would support a public discussion to
explore alternatives to allow emergency
access to this road for these neighbor-
hoods and the removal of the perma-
nent locked gate.

Shelagh McGowan:I consider
the closure unacceptable, and
would work for its return to full
public use.

Dorman Hayes: According
to the Settlement Agreement
mentioned above, any con-
cerned person can �le a com-

plaint under the Review Process and
contest any action taken wahich is
detrimental to him or his neighbor-
hood. This candidate would be more
than happy to discuss this and provide
copies of these agreements. I also be-
lieve that it is the Town's responsability
to enforce these agreements.

Mark Tripp: First, let me say
that you have given an eloquent
answer even in the way that you
ask the question. I could not

agree more and for the same reasons
stated in your question. Furthermore,
I �nd it irresponsible that this would
take place without the input of the res-
idents that it directly affects. This is a
very dangerous situation, it should not
have happened, and it needs to be cor-
rected immediately. This is an exam-
ple of what I have already described
as the problem with the present major-
ity of the council. I was present at the
meeting at the senior center when this
issue came up. The answer given by
the two members of the council that
sit with the QDC was that they did
not recall this coming up and that they
were not aware of it. At the same
time, there was a resident there with
a copy of a letter from the town man-
ager, to the QDC where he states that
the town had no objection to the clos-
ing of the gate. THIS LETTER WAS
DATED MAY 3, 2006. THIS WAS
ALMOST THREE MONTHS PREVI-
OUS TO THIS MEETING AND THE
CLOSING OF THE GATE. It seems
to me that these members of the coun-
cil that sit with the QDC are either not
paying attention, are having the wool
pulled over their eyes, weren't there at
all, or the town manager is running this
town without anyone looking over his
shoulder. Under any of the previous sit-
uations, this is indicative of the lacklus-
ter and irresponsible representation we
have had from the majority members of
the council. This has to be corrected
and corrected now.

Ed Cooney:The public process
to involve neighbors in the plans
and actions of QDC must im-
prove and be consistent. QDC

and new owner have agreed to grant
easement for police and �re emergency

access. Each police and �re vehicle
is equipped with the emergency access
key. The soon to be new owners ap-
pear to have expressed a willingness
to consider continuing recreational ac-
cess. I do not expect the road to re-
open as the soon to be new owners have
not indicated any interest to do so. I
will ensure that emergency evacuation
concerns/ needs of Shore Acres/ Camp
Ave. neighborhoods are fully vetted
and included in towns emergency pre-
paredness plan.

Steve Campo: I will pursue
this issue by consulting with
Legal and by talking with each
neighbor in each of the commu-

nities to �nd out what it is that they
really want. Through the grapevine
I heard that the road closed to keep
out trucks from entering the residen-
tial neighborhood roads. If this is true,
perhaps a solution could be to post
“No Thru Trucking” signs and to have
our Police on hand to monitor and to
strictly enforce “No Thru Trucking.”

What may be frustrating here is that
it sounds like the road was closed with-
out public input. If this is true, when I
am elected, I will hold a meeting with
the residents. It's just one example of
how I plan to bring open government to
North Kingstown. I will also make it
easy for my constituents to contact me.

Ted Whittaker: The closing of
the gate located on Camp Ave.
which accesses Circuit Drive
should have been discussed at

a meeting with the residents of the ar-
eas Shore Acres, Cedarhurst, Wickford
Point, and Asqah. The residents have
been told that the gate will be opened
by emergency personnel when needed.
Every effort will be made to reopen this
road for the safety and the well being of
the residents of this area.
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4 Government

Some local and state governments have adopted sustainable or “high performance” building standards
for major public building projects in an effort to lower energy consumption, reduce the number of

employee sick days, increase children's test scores, as well as be environmentally friendly. Though the bene�ts
of sustainable public buildings have been documented, neither the state of Rhode Island nor the Town of North
Kingstown has enacted legislation requiring public building projects to utilize high performance building
practices.

This November, and in the spring of 2007, North Kingstown will ask voters to approve bond funding for
several major public building projects. The total cost of these projects will likely exceed 35 million dollars.
Assuming funding is approved, these buildings will serve the residents of North Kingstown for decades to
come, their bene�ts and liabilities running the course of their life cycle.

What action, if any, would you take as a member of the Town Council to ensure that all of the Town's
major public building projects, currently proposed and future, deliver maximum public bene�t through the
use of sustainable building practices? (Team question)

Anthony Miccolis: I agree that
high performance buildings of-
fer a number of positives for
town employees and students,

and they also typically yield long-
term cost savings by virtue of their
greater energy ef�ciency. The Town
of North Kingstown has been a pro-
gressive leader on many issues, and it
makes sense for us to embrace 21st
century building principles. While
the Council works toward the goal of
adopting formal standards for public
buildings, I would support trying to
incorporate this philosophy into the
Town's requests for construction pro-
posals from contractors.

John Patterson: I am in favor
of any construction which will
enhance health, safety and that
is environmentally friendly. It

seems to me that there are sustainable
measures that have become almost a
way of life for many people such as
insulated windows and the use of �o-
rescent bulbs. So, I support sustain-
able development. To be frank, I think
the Town will also need to consider the
cost- bene�t ratios involved. Years ago
when I was working in West Africa
we (the USG) began to support solar
powered projects. They were, how-
ever, very expensive. Would that make
sense today in North Kingstown? I
don't know, but let's �nd out. As an

aside, New Boston, the developer of the
Quonset “Gateway” project at Post and
Newcomb Roads has pledged to use
sustainable practices “wherever possi-
ble.” I've said to my colleagues on the
QDC Board that this should be tracked
closely.

By the way, this question refers to
$35 million in bonding to be approved
by the voters. This includes bond-
ing of $27.2 million for the expansion
and rehab of two schools. This bond
would be set for a vote in March 2007,
whereas the other bonds for a new se-
nior center, public safety improvements
and open space acquisition will be be-
fore the voters next month. If I am re-
elected and the new School Commit-
tee has not taken adequate action on
a series of recommendations pertain-
ing to the School Department made by
the Town/School audit �rm, the update
of the Bacon & Edge report and the
State's Auditor General, I will recom-
mend that the bond vote set for next
March be withdrawn from considera-
tion.

Mark Zaccaria: Social aware-
ness of the importance of Sus-
tainable Building Practices is
broad and deep. This approach

to the design of public buildings is rec-
ognized as valuable not only for rea-
sons of health and ecology, but also for
the greatly reduced running costs it of-

fers.
The question asks for my position

on the upcoming school renovations.
It should be noted that I and my col-
leagues on the Council have already di-
rected that Sustainable Practices be em-
ployed in a large building project that is
already underway: The proposed new
Senior Center.

The initial estimates of cost vs bene-
�t in the Senior Center Project clearly
demonstrate the dollar savings to be
had using this innovative design ap-
proach. So, what action would I take
on future municipal building projects?
That's easy. I would urge, if not di-
rect that maximum use of Sustainable
Building Practices be made on any and
all of these projects.

The approach is proven to work. It's
eco-friendly. It saves municipal run-
ning costs. What's not to love?

Shelagh McGowan: This is
a matter of cost and bene�t.
Some items like insulated win-
dows and solar panels can gen-

erate considerable savings if employed
in a logical manner. I would expect
the engineering �rm to incorporate best
pratices into new construction.

Dorman Hayes: As an envi-
ronmentalist I strongly supp-
port sutainable building prac-
tices. I would suppport amend-
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ing our building codes for solar heating,
solar hot water heaters and solar elec-
tric service, where ever possable.

Erin Carroll: I am uncertain
that currently proposed building
costs include much in the way
of sustainable facilities. In prin-

ciple, I support the use of such tech-
nologies as a cost effective, environ-
mentally conscious means of lowering
both the taxpayer maintenance and util-
ity burden and environmental impact of
such projects.

I would support a town ordinance
that requires a review of sustainable en-
ergy ef�ciency in order to determine
the bene�t of sustainable technologies
versus the cost going forward.

Mark Tripp: Any building that
is built by the town, whether as
a result of a bond issue or not,
should be built to the highest

standards. When you build with high
building and economical standards you
can only reduce future costs in energy,
replacement, and repair, and the town
will have buildings that will last well
into the foreseeable future and not be-
come a burden waiting to happen to the
town and taxpayer. Standards such as
this should be the norm, even though
they do not seem to be at the moment
(i.e. the new high school).

Ed Cooney: I would direct the
public works directorto prepare
a recomendation as to whether
NK should incorporate such

high performance standards into the
speci�cations for new public building
projects with an estimate of the eco-
nomic impact of such a policy. I fully
support the concepts of a healthy and

comfortable buliding combined with
the resultant productvity and a building
that is economical to operate. On a trial
basis , i would introduce a motion to
have all new public bulidings approved
in November bond issues to be of high
performance standards.

Ted Whittaker: I am not op-
posed to this kind of construc-
tion but I would have to scru-
tinize the cost of this type

of construction compared to buildings
now being constructed with the present
building codes. I would have to scru-
tinize the cost factor to see if this war-
rants the taxpayers to support this type
of project in relation to the amount of
energy savings it would produce.

Steve Campo:We have good
building inspection laws here
in Rhode Island. We also
have building inspectors check-

ing and approving new construction
through the entire building process to
ensure building codes are adhered to.
As an experienced builder, I believe
it is all in the choosing of the right
builder. My role as your town coun-
cilman will be to hire quality builders
and to maintain open bidding. To il-
lustrate, Governor DiPrete hired a con-
tractor out of Alabama to build the
Jamestown Bridge. This contractor
was the low bidder but had failed to
successfully build two other previous
bridges. Governor DiPrete hired the
contractor nonetheless when he could
have hired, for $5 Million dollars more,
Pierini, a local bridge builder with
a reputation of being the cadillac of
bridge builders. In the end, the bridge
was completed during Bruce Sund-
land's administration with a cost to the
taxpayers totaling three times the orig-

inal bid amount. If I was elected, I
would have disquali�ed the low bid-
der and chosen Pierini because of his
reputation and because it is better, in
my opinion, to use a local company.
When you elect a public of�cial you
should hold him accountable and you
can count on me to do the necessary re-
search before I committ our tax dollars
to a project.

Bill Gilbert: Sustainable de-
sign philosophy places empha-
sis on decisions at each phase
of the design process that will

reduce negative impacts on the envi-
ronment and the health of the occu-
pants, without compromising the bot-
tom line. Sustainable building practices
improve building performance. The
basic objectives of sustainability are
to reduce the use and consumption of
non-renewable resources such as wood,
minimize waste, and create healthy,
productive environments.

These impacts can be seen in im-
provements that include design, con-
struction, operation and decommis-
sioning. Some of the aspects of sustain-
able principles include ways to:
� optimize site potential;
� minimize non-renewable energy

consumption;
� use environmentally preferable

products;
� protect and conserve water;
� enhance indoor environmental qual-

ity; and
� optimize operational and mainte-

nance practices.
The town and state should do more to
ensure this type of building design and
construction, especially the use of Geo
thermal technologies for heating and
cooling purposes.
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This year, 1000 citizens signed a petition asking for the ability to recall school committe members. The
version that passed requires a high number of signatures to get it going, and further requires an astonish-

ing 40% turnout in any recall election to be valid. Many people considerit unusable. If elected, would you vote
to change it to be like all other NK elections where a simple majority decides the issue? Would you also lower
the number of signatures required to start the recall process? (Chris Prata)

John Patterson: A recall elec-
tion is not like any other elec-
tion. I was the member of the
Town Council who �rst recom-

mended that the Town consider such a
provision. From the very beginning I
said that I believed that a recall provi-
sion was a good government measure
to give residents more of a say in how
the town is run. But, I also said that
while it should be logical, recall should
not be easy to do and it should be rare.
The Charter Commission came up with
recommendations that I supported. To
remove an elected of�cial is a signif-
icant act. Is this new recall provision
too tough. If reelected, I'd be willing to
revisit the matter.

Mark Zaccaria: Recall Elec-
tions cannot be characterized as
'Like all other NK Elections.'
Recall is quite the opposite of

any other election, in fact it's a De-
Election. It must be taken quite seri-
ously by all concerned.

For that reason that I publicly op-
posed any recall option for the Town
Charter. I felt the availability of recall
would give some voters a 'Loophole'
that might make them less aggressive in
seeking out information on candidates
in advance or working with elected of�-
cials afterward. I knew it would distract
many in of�ce from analysis of pure
issues vs the impact of the loudest or
most aggressive community voices. I
also knew special Recall Elections cost
the town unbudgeted money.

During the public discourse on this I
also saw that citizens were looking for
examples of how they had positively in-
�uenced government decisionmaking.
In short, a signi�cant number of citi-
zens wanted it. Since the Council was
going to be split 2-2 and stalemated if I
voted NO, I chose instead to let the ma-
jority of my colleagues get something

of what they and all our constituents
wanted. I voted for the most restrictive
Recall option, the one proposed by the
Charter Commission.

Recall should be dif�cult, rare, and
should only be the voice of a real ma-
jority. The current measure does this. I
will not vote to loosen its restrictions.
I mean to make each of my votes count
the �rst time. I hope others will join me
in that.

Erin Carroll: I believe, like
those who founded our federal
democracy, that elections are
the ultimate recall process and

that responsible citizens will take it
upon themselves to remain informed
and involved in local government. I
also believe that recall is an important
tool for use in extreme and egregious
circumstances. Therefore, high signa-
ture and turnout standards are impor-
tant, such that recall is not abused by
small dissatis�ed groups hoping to im-
pose their issue on the larger commu-
nity.

Mark Tripp: The people of
this town want and deserve a
viable recall procedure. The
present provision as passed by

the council is so watered down that it
is ineffectual, and it is impossible to
meet the criteria that has been set. I
believe that the onset of the procedure
should be easier and then become more
dif�cult. This will rule out any per-
sonal or frivolous usage of the recall.
That being said, the majority at the last
stage should rule. To require a 40%
turnout is ludicrous because we hardly
get that percentage in any major elec-
tion as it is. This has to be changed, and
it has to be fair. The present format is
ridiculous. Two members of the coun-
cil, those in the minority, attempted to
give us a fair and reasonable procedure,

but as usual, they were overruled by the
majority, for the obvious reasons.

Shelagh McGowan: Recall
elections have the potential to
overturn the will of the vot-
ers from the previous election.

Therefore they should be dif�cult, but
not insurmountable to achieve. I be-
lieve a minimum number of voters is
needed to validate a recall; otherwise
a small band of activists could remove
an incumbent with little involvement
from the voters who �rst elected them.
I don't know if 40% is the correct
amount; I would be inclined to leave
the recall provisions as written for the
immediate future and monitor its effec-
tiveness. I am not against adjustments
if the current arrangement is proven
unworkable.

Dorman Hayes: With only a
two year term of of�ce this
cancidate is wary of the recall.
I do believe that certain stan-

dards should be required of all public
of�cers. These should be put into a
town ordinance with the Town Council
given the responsability of enforcing it.

Steve Campo:There should al-
ways be a recall provision in
place should there be the need
to recall an elected of�cial. It

should be dif�cult but reasonable. I
would consider both lowering the num-
ber of signatures required to start the
process and agree a simple majority
should decide.

Ed Cooney: I introduced a re-
call provision that would have
recall election by simple major-
ity of those voting. This is sim-

ple democracy - every vote counts. The
initial hurdle that requires recall peti-
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tion to have signatures of 20% of aver-
age electors in last two elections. This
is a signi�cant hurdle to initiate a recall.
If elected, I will introduce the ”simple
majority decides the election” change.
I would leave the number of signatures
to start a recall unchanged.

Ted Whittaker: The recall pro-
cedure introduced by the Town
Council makes it very dif�cult
for a recall to happen. The re-

call should be fair and equitable and as
it stands now it is not. 40% of the elec-
torate turns out and a petition of 20%
of the electorate is not reasonable.

Bill Gilbert: I believe that a re-
call should be hard and rare.
Really, I wish they were un-
necessary. However the elec-

tors should have a tool that allows them
to correct a mistake before the damage
like we have seen is done.

The amendment that the Republicans
are presenting to the voters requires
voter turnout to be equal to or greater
than 40% of the average turnout of the

previous two general elections. This
means a person could collect 2500 sig-
natures on a petition to place a re-
call on the ballot. That 39.99 % of
voters get in their cars, drive to the
polls, cast a vote unanimously to re-
call an elected of�cial and that recall
would fail due to lack of turnout even
though there were no votes in the neg-
ative. This proposition gives a stay-at-
home, non-participatory, apathetic per-
son more power in the electoral process
than the resident that actually partici-
pates. Absurd!

To compound an already lame
amendment, our town has never
achieved a 40 percent turnout of the
average of the previous two general
elections in any special or referendum
election, not even for the most recent,
highly contested school budget referen-
dum that resulted in keeping Wickford
Elementary School closed.

Recalls of elected of�cials should be
hard and rare. I don't think they should
be impossible. If the voters pass this
version, as a Town Councilman I will
see that this is re-addressed.

Anthony Miccolis: I believe
that the greatest recall provi-
sion that our democracy has
is at the ballot box every two

years. Unfortunately, I think we were
brought to the issue of recall because
of frustration with a broken down sys-
tem in the school department and that is
unfortunate. Nevertheless, I certainly
understand the need to have tools in
the toolbox to give citizens every op-
portunity to hold elected of�cials ac-
countable. As elected of�cials, we
are certainly always accountable to the
voters each day that we are in of-
�ce. As Councilman Patterson has said
many times, any attempt for recalling
an elected of�cial should be logical,
dif�cult, and rare. I agree and think the
Charter Review Commission gave this
issue a great deal of thought and debate.
It came up with a logical and thoughtful
recommendation. I realize it did not go
as far as some would have liked. How-
ever, I believe it was a reasonable com-
promise. It will now be up to the voters
to make the �nal decision.

Right now, the council only video tapes and broadcasts ”Regular Meetings” on Cox channel 18. The
other half of their meetings, the ”Worksessions” are not videotaped. The recent presentation by Auditor

General Almonte was not taped or broadcast by the town. Would youvote to broadcast both types of Town
Council meetings? And make them available online? (Chris Prata)

Mark Zaccaria: The use of
video tape and our public access
cable channels to make pub-
lic meetings truly public should

de�nitely be expanded to include all
worksessions as well as all regular
Town Council meetings. There will be
some small costs involved but I hope
we will regard them as insigni�cant
when compared to the wider access we
will thereby grant to all constituents.

We should also move toward making
video taped records of public meetings
available through our Web Site. The
technology exists today. The only ob-
stacle to doing this immediately is one
of the corporate culture of town govern-
ment wherein such a service is resisted
solely because it is new.

I wish all obstacles were this easy to
overcome. All that has to happen is
the Town Council needs to show a little
leadership. In that regard I plan to ask
that funding for this program be broken
out as a separate line item in our up-
coming budget with the intent that this
service be available no later than the
turn of FY'08.

Erin Carroll: I am in fa-
vor of public access to all
but legally restricted actions
by public bodies, including the

North Kingstown Town Council. That
is to say, at times, especially with le-
gal and personnel matters, the law and
common decency dictate that discretion
be observed. However, all other actions

of the Town Council should be avail-
able to the public in as many means as
practical.

Shelagh McGowan: Yes I
would support the broadcast
of both types of meetings and
making them available on-line.

Dorman Hayes: I would sup-
port making all Town Council
meetings and workshops avail-
able on-line to the public, with

the exception of Executive Sessions.

Mark Tripp: Good ques-
tion, simple answer. ABSO-
LUTELY. It should all be out
in the open, unless it involves
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personnel issues, which are the only
matters that should be handled in ex-
ecutive session. People have a right to
see all meetings.

Ed Cooney: Yes, I would vote
to broadcast all meetings of the
town council. I would ask the
manager to investigate if there

is any municipality that we could look
to as “best practice” on this. I would
also want staff to improve quality of
broadcasts. As long as cost was not
prohibitive. I would support archiving
on-line.

Bill Gilbert: Access to govern-
ment is a fundamental right of
all Americans. With today's
technology, its low cost and

its ease of use makes this question a
no-brainer. Our town can only bene-
�t by having a more informed public.
Since most of the substantial discus-
sion on issues takes place at work ses-
sions, I would strive to have all meet-

ings not only televised but saved in a
digital format so they may be streamed
on demand via the internet. This
would allow residents to view them at
a time that is convenient for them. I
would also like to point out that North
Kingstown has the rights to channel 17.
This station could be of great use for
our many local advocacy groups to pro-
duce local shows and further keep our
residents informed. This is not Oz,
open the curtain and broadcast, broad-
cast, broadcast.

Anthony Miccolis: Yes, I
agree that we should move for-
ward with a more ef�cient and
modern system of recording

our town meetings — both regular
meetings and work sessions. I �rmly
believe that information and openness
foster con�dence in government. In-
deed, we should explore the possibility
of streaming Town Council and School
Committee meetings on the internet.

Steve Campo:I am all for open
government and think it's an
absolutely wonderful way for
people to be informed. First,

I would want to know, however, how
much it is going to cost and how many
people will watch the broadcast. I want
to make sure it is cost effective.

Ted Whittaker: Yes, I would
vote to videotape both kinds of
Town Council meetings yet I
do not feel any personnel issues

during work sessions should be taped
and televised. I also feel that the quality
of the audio must be improved to keep
the citizens informed.

John Patterson: Yes, I would
vote to broadcast all Town
Council work sessions and reg-
ular meetings except those in

Executive Session. I would want to
know the cost, but I doubt that it would
be very much.

As a Town Council member how will you exercise the authority given to the Council in the Town Charter
over all departments of the Town (including the School Department)? Speci�cally, if evidence of fraud

within a Department is brought to the Town Council, what action will you take to protect the students, employ-
ees, townspeople and their tax dollars? (Lynda Avanzato)

Mark Tripp: I have been wait-
ing and hoping for this ques-
tion. The majority members of
the council will tell you that

there are areas that they have no con-
trol over and that they are powerless to
act. This could not be further from the
truth. Section 305 of the Town Char-
ter gives the council the authority to in-
quire, including subpoena power, into
any and all �nancial dealings and con-
duct of any and all departments, agen-
cies, or of�cer. When evidence of fraud
is found, it has to be acted on imme-
diately, and the responsible person or
persons must be held responsible, ei-
ther criminally, if called for, or termi-
nated. This section was placed in the
charter for just this purpose and is a
safeguard for the town. As a member of
the council, I will not tolerate fraud, in-
competence, or lackluster performance.

I have no objection to paying good peo-
ple good money if they are quali�ed
and do the work. A big problem in this
area is that we have department heads
and some employees who think they
are anointed and not appointed.

Erin Carroll: The authority
given to the Town Council is
budgetary, and I will utilize
this authority to disperse funds

throughout North Kingstown's various
Departments in a responsible fashion
based upon the Departments' and the
town's needs.

If allegations of fraud are brought be-
fore the Town Council, I would rec-
ommend that these be forwarded to
law enforcement for a �nding of facts.
If law enforcement has evidence that
shows there is illegal or improper ac-
tivity, I believe the parties involved

should be immediately placed on paid
leave, a complete investigation be con-
ducted into the allegations and appro-
priate penalties levied.

Shelagh McGowan:Fraud is a
crime. I would refer a report
of any crime to the appropriate
authorities and insure full dis-

closure of the results of investigations
when permitted by law.

Dorman Hayes:With so much
continuing contoversy in this
area this candidate believes
that a code should be devel-

oped and added to our Town Or-
didances providing written guidelines
and protections for students, teachers,
the School Department and other con-
cerned persons.
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Ed Cooney:Section 305 of the
charter gives council speci�c
authority on matters of this. Ad-
ditionally, I also want to clarify

the town soliciters role on matters of lit-
igation involving the school operations.

Each situation is unique to the spe-
ci�c facts of that instance. It is im-
portant that if a compelling case of
“fraud” is presented we act agressiveily
to it investigated. It is equally impor-
tant that we don't confuse mismanage-
ment, incompetence, and policy disagr-
rements as fraud. Section 305, like re-
call, should be invoked carefully and
miost likely in rare instances.

I am encouraged to believe the for-
mation of an audit committee and in-
troduction of whistleblower policy will
improve the contral process and envi-
ronment of the entire town.

Steve Campo:I will exercise
due diligence. I have a zero-
based tolerance for waste, fraud
and abuse. I will use all legal

remedies at my disposal. Each investi-
gation will be handled on a case by case
basis.

Ted Whittaker: As a Town
Council member if any evi-
dence of fraud became apparent
to me I would notify my fellow

colleagues on the Town Council and
take immediate action by reporting it to
the proper authority whether it be lo-
cal police, state police, or the Attorney
General's of�ce.

Bill Gilbert: If the Council be-
comes aware of any wrongdo-
ing by town departments or em-
ployees it is their duty to inves-

tigate. In fact, the town charter gives
the authority to the Town Council to
investigate all departments and to sub-
poena the information needed to facili-
tate those investigations. I will use ev-
ery tool at my disposal to investigate
allegations of wrongdoing. I will not
pass the buck to other state agencies nor
turn a blind eye to avoid the political
fray. The current Town Council should

have intervened in matters of possible
wrongdoing. They should have held
other departments accountable. We
must also implement a whistleblower
protection policy to prevent retribu-
tion by those in power against the cit-
izens who come forward with impor-
tant information. The Town Council
should move rapidly with the forma-
tion of the audit committee that Coun-
cilmen Cooney suggested. Town Coun-
cil members must be the ultimate stew-
ards of all of our town affairs.

Mark Zaccaria: The question
presupposes Evidence of Fraud.
In such a case I would ob-
viously look on approvingly

while our Police Department did what
they are sworn to do.

The more dif�cult questions we've
dealt with in the term now ending have
to do with questionable management
practices that might open the door to
fraud but which have not been abused
to date. As a member of the present
Council I have already begun to take
action against these more subtle (and
pervasive) problems. I have actively
supported the establishment of an Au-
dit Committee for the town and I have
voted for the Whistleblower Policies
that are being put in place in the mu-
nicipal HR Program.

The questioner wants to know about
the School Department, though. There
state law prevents the Council from or-
dering certain changes. In this case
I favor urging, leading, and facilitat-
ing the actions of the School Commit-
tee to make them the effective agent of
change they need to be in the areas of
their jurisdiction.

I look forward to a close working re-
lationship with the next School Com-
mittee wherein each of us recognizes
the other's sovereignty and listens to
the other's advice. Yes. The Coun-
cil will discharge its duties to audit the
entire budget and to monitor purchas-
ing activities related to those appropri-
ations. But NK will be better off when
the School Committee is better able to
stand and discharge its duties, too.

Anthony Miccolis: There have
been calls to “dig deeper” into
the �nances of town govern-
ment, speci�cally the school

department. These calls certainly have
not gone unheard. I applaud those who
take an active role in their government
and ask questions. This is all part
of the democratic process and without
question, the integrity of the town's �-
nancial management is of paramount
importance to the Council. At some
point, however, we have to recognize
that nearly every local, state, and fed-
eral investigative agency has looked
into these issues of alleged school de-
partment fraud and none has ever found
any criminal activity.

What we have found though is that
there is a lack of policy guidelines
— especially on the school level —
which have led to some poor decision-
making. As such, at the recommenda-
tion of the Auditor General of the State
of Rhode Island, the Town Council is
moving forward aggressively to create
an Audit Committee, to develop ordi-
nances that would strengthen munici-
pal and school department purchasing
policies and procedures, and to imple-
ment protections for `whistleblowers.'
We must provide strict oversight to en-
sure that all funds are spent legally and
in a �scally prudent manner. I am con-
�dent that the Council has upheld those
principles and further, that the commu-
nity is ready to move forward.

John Patterson: While not
a lawyer, I would assume that
charges of fraud (a criminal
act as I understand it) that are

brought to any municipal or school
department of�cial, the School Com-
mittee or the Town Council would
be brought to the appropriate author-
ities, be they at the local, state or
federal level. The Town Council is
putting in place a Whistleblower policy
which should protect from retribution
any individual who brings forth such
a charge. We would expect the new
School Committee to also adopt such a
policy.

20 NK Town Council Candidate Questionnaire – 2006



5 Schools

The per-pupil expenditure for the North Kingstown Schools is below the state average and the lowest
in Washington County. South Kingstown's per-pupil expenditure is more than $700 more than North

Kingstown. Lack of spending support for the schools has led to the closing of a school and recon�guration
of the elementary schools. If elected, what do you propose to do to insure that North Kingstown support for
our students is at a �nancial level equal to surrounding communities? (James M. Halley, Superintendent of
Schools)

Shelagh McGowan:Per-pupil
comparisions between districts
is problematic because differ-
ent populations demand differ-

ent services. I am not prepared to con-
cede that North Kingstown does not
spend enough on education. I am hope-
ful that the excellent candidates stand-
ing for the school committee will pro-
vide a high level of �scal oversight on
school expenditures.

Dorman Hayes: This candi-
date does not agree that the
Quality of an educational sys-
tem can necessarily be mea-

sured in funding that is spent. What I
do agree on is that every child should
have an equal opportunity in schools
that are equally maintained with the
same quality teachers. School pro-
grams , such as music, arts and crafts
and sports, including swimming should
be maintained, even if by volunteer
staff.

Mark Tripp: I think it should
be the case that the per pupil ex-
penditure is below that of other
cities and towns. What really

concerns me is the expenditures per
manager, per bid, per pieces of equip-
ment that are not used, and per policy.
I do not believe that there is a lack of
spending support for the schools. In-
stead, there is a great deal of mistrust
for the way the money is spent. It was
not lack of support that led to the clos-
ing of a school and recon�guration of
the elementary schools. It was poor
management, pure and simple. You ask
what I will do if elected to insure that
support for our schools is equal to that
of surrounding communities? I will de-
mand that all of the aforementioned sit-

uations never, ever arise again. I will
expect sound and reasonable manage-
ment, and if the council does not get it,
I will act in any way appropriate to cor-
rect the situation. If further clari�cation
of this is needed, please refer to previ-
ous answer.

Ed Cooney: I am leery of sta-
tistical comparisons like this as
it reminds me of the story of
a statistician who drowned in a

stream that had an average depth of 3
feet. I would encourage a transpar-
ent open exchange between school and
town so intelligent funding decisions
can be made in the light of day.

Bill Gilbert: “Lack of spend-
ing support” is not what led to
the closing of Wickford Ele-
mentary, or the cause of pair-

ing in our schools. It's the poor man-
agement choices made by the current
school committee and school adminis-
tration that brought us to these two, un-
happy outcomes. The per-pupil expen-
diture is below the South County av-
erage in part because so much of our
available funds is spent on administra-
tion. The administrative cost per stu-
dent in NK is among the highest in the
state of RI. Why? The current school
committee and Dr. Halley's own bud-
get priorities placed more money into
management of the schools than to the
students.

Steve Campo:It is my opin-
ion that teachers, families, and
the social structure make more
of a difference than a higher

per-pupil expenditure that more closely
resembles neighboring towns as sug-
gested in this question. If there was

a correlation between per-pupil expen-
ditures and quality of education then
Washington D. C. would be #1.

Furthermore, who said the school
closed and the elementary schools were
recon�gured due to lack of funding.
Just maybe it was due to mismanage-
ment.

Ted Whittaker: I would re-
quire a readable, legible, and
understandable budget then I
would review all of the �nan-

cial material presented to me by the
school committee and base my decision
on what is most equitable for the tax-
payers and the school children.

Anthony Miccolis: North
Kingstown's schools regu-
larly rank among the best in
the state, and have done so

for many years. Indeed, even as the
Town Council has applied the brakes
to school department spending over the
last four years, our schools' rankings
have actually improved. So I would
vigorously dispute the department's ar-
gument that we can't have top schools
unless our school district is the most
expensive in South County. Rather, I
believe that �scally �t school budgets
with a focus on teachers and children
are the keys to continued success in our
school system.

Over the past four years, the North
Kingstown School Department has re-
ceived signi�cant, but prudent, in-
creases in funding each year. The
school budget comprises nearly 70 per-
cent of the overall town budget. We
must write budgets that are reasonable
and responsible, and sometimes that re-
quires setting priorities and making dif-
�cult �scal choices. With respect to the
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closing of a school and recon�guration
of elementary schools in town, that ac-
tion was not a function of the amount
of funding in the school budget. In-
stead, it was a function of a policy de-
cision recommended by the school de-
partment and carried out by the School
Committee. There were clearly alter-
natives that could have avoided such a
decision.

John Patterson: We're on
a slippery slope if we equate
money with education. The
costs per pupil in this state,

and, yes, the town, are among the high-
est in the country. We all must make
choices and set priorities. Whether,
in truth, the Town Council's efforts to
control spiraling school expenditures
through its bottom line budget author-
ity lead to the closing of a school and a
move to pairing, I'll leave to the readers
to decide. Declining enrollments may
have had an effect. The School Com-
mittee made those decisions not the
Town Council. One has to ask how one
school, Forest Park, can stand head and
shoulders above all the other schools in
town and throughout South County, yet
faced the same �scal constraints as ev-
ery other school in North Kingstown.

If I'm reelected, I will continue to ad-

vocate for the very best school system
we can afford and to call for �scal dis-
cipline on the part of both the School
Department and the Municipal Govern-
ment. Whether in terms of the Town
Council imposing a cap or the State's
new tax levy limits, or both, it seems
certain that the School Department will
need to continue its belt tightening in
the years ahead.

Mark Zaccaria: I wonder if the
questioner is aware of the high
regard in which the NK School
System is held by other munic-

ipalities? I count it as an accomplish-
ment that our town can have a school
system that constantly scores higher on
empirical measures than surrounding
systems while also maintaining a much
more ef�cient cost per student. The
credit for that clearly belongs to the
School Committee and the School Ad-
ministration it oversees.

Because of their commendable ef-
forts at holding down costs while im-
proving performance I will not be
called upon to raise property taxes in
order to further increase per pupil pay-
outs in NK.

It should be noted that while on the
Council I have consistently voted for
year-on-year budgetary increases in the

School Budget. For the current year
this increase was in the range of Two
Million Dollars. I am pleased to have
been able to provide these extra re-
sources to the School Committee while
also maintaining the Expenditure Cap
for the taxpayers. I plan to continue to
do so in this way during the new term
ahead.

Erin Carroll: I have repeatedly
stated that quality of education
is one of the fundamental issues
facing any community. Dr. Hal-

ley's question, however, avoids this is-
sue and turns it, instead, into one of
funding. I believe that our community
should be focused not on how much
we spend in relation to our neighbor-
ing districts but, rather, the quality of
education we provide.

As the mother of a child soon enter-
ing the North Kingstown school sys-
tem, I care deeply about the education
our children receive. Indeed, education
is one of the most fundamental con-
tributors to a community's well being
and hopes for the future. However, I
am hesitant to guarantee an increase
in spending without any measure as to
how such funds will be used or even
why they are needed.
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As town council members, what do you feel your responsibilities aretowards the school system? How will
you commit to their success? (Doug Roth, School Committee candidate, 1 other)

Mark Tripp: As a member of
the council , my responsibilities
are to see that what is needed,
and I emphasize needed, is

made available. Because education is
an expensive proposition, all the more
reason to keep a close eye on the sit-
uation (refer to above answer). If
the School Committee shows that they
have an expense that was unforeseen
or a result of a situation that was no
fault of poor management, I would be
more than willing to assist. Make no
mistake! I �rmly believe that besides
the educational responsibilities of the
School Committee, I also believe that
they have to be as fair as possible to the
taxpayer.

Bill Gilbert: The Town Coun-
cil's responsibility toward our
schools is greater than the bot-
tom line authority some coun-

cil members suggest. While it is true
that the over all management of the
schools and their day to day operations
are vested with the School Commit-
tee and the Superintendent, the Town
Council is responsible to ensure that
they are funded adequately and fairly.
The �ip side of this is the Town Coun-
cil cannot under fund the schools then
blame the School Committee for their
poor performance. Over sixty percent
of the town budget is made up of school
expenditures; as such the Town Coun-
cil must provide metrics to guarantee
that these funds are justi�ed, warranted
and reasonable. The only way to ad-
equately fund our schools while pro-
tecting the tax payers from over spend-
ing is to have all Council members well
versed and articulate in school affairs
and to require all budgets submitted by
the school committee be concise, clear
and accurate.

Ed Cooney:I believe the coun-
cil's responsibility is principally
to be sure the school system is
funded adequately and it deliv-

ers a quality education for the town's
students. It is also council's respon-
sibility to be proactive and bring sug-
gestions of ef�cency opportunities and
then coolaberation between town and
school systems. It is also our respon-
sibility to review and determine if ap-
proval is appropriate for major capital
projects. Finally, it is the town coun-
cil's role to ensure proper control sys-
tem is in place over receipt and dis-
bursement of funds.

Steve Campo: Seventy eight
cents of every tax dollar goes to
education. I feel that gives the
town council a major responsi-

bility towards the school system. To
be successful we must improve com-
munications between the town coun-
cil and the school committee members.
The school committee must be respon-
sible for approving all expenditures and
we must hold all members and the su-
perintendent accountable. In addition,
all monies from federal funds must be
listed on the budget as well as list-
ing every expenditure. In the city of
Providence the school budget shows
how much money is allocated to each
school. We should do the same.

Ted Whittaker: As a Town
Council member I feel my re-
sponsibilities toward the school
committee is to support their ef-

forts for fair per pupil expenditures but
also live within the budget to provide
the best education we can reasonably
afford.

I will commit to their success by lis-
tening to the school committee, teach-
ers, and parents and trying to work with
them cooperatively.

Anthony Miccolis: I am com-
mitted to ensuring that our stu-
dents receive a sound, quality,
and equitable education pro-

gram in our schools. I support building
an open, working partnership with the

School Committee to communicate the
needs of the school department so ev-
ery effort can be made to better plan for
future operational and capital expenses.
I certainly support efforts to �nd areas
where town and school operations can
be consolidated for cost reductions and
greater ef�ciencies. The Town Council
and the School Committee must have
an open, working relationship to share
ideas and priorities, free of personal
agendas and grandstanding.

Parents are demanding the best edu-
cational opportunities possible for their
children. As a father, I, too, am con-
cerned about what opportunities the fu-
ture will hold for our families. I sup-
port giving our children the education
and technological skills that they will
need to succeed. Schools that are safe,
nurturing, and equipped with the latest
technologies are keys to that future.

John Patterson: We all want
to preserve the quality of our
schools. Given the various
awards that have been bestod

on the students, teachers, administra-
tors and parents, the quality is very
high indeed. The Town Council's re-
sponsibility to the school system is to
support quality education at a cost that
the Town's taxpayers can afford. One
important way we can commit to the
school system's success is to assure that
policies and procedures are up-to-date
and followed faithfully by the School
Committee and School Department. In
this connection, the Council is follow-
ing the recommendations made by the
most recent Town/School �nancial au-
dit, the update of the Bacon and Edge
Report and the State's Auditor Gen-
eral's report in July. One of the most
important recommendations is to cre-
ate an Audit Committee that would as-
sist inter alia the Town Council and
School Committee in their oversight of
the Town's Code of Ethics and Whistle-
blower policy and the integrity of �nan-
cial statements and controls. An Au-
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dit Committee is to be approved by the
Town Council on October 23, 2007

Mark Zaccaria: I have tried to
remain sensitive to the legally
mandated separation of respon-
sibilities that are intended to de-

�ne the jurisdictions of the two boards.
The �rst Responsibility the Council
has to the Committee is to appropriate
funds for use in the annual School De-
partment Budget. While I have been a
member of the Town Council we have
always afforded the School Committee
an opportunity to meet with us before
the appropriation is voted so that we
can have their advice and council on the
appropriate amount. In the next budget
cycle I would hope to see the School
Committee take advantage of that op-
portunity so the two bodies can work
together to provide our town with the
best possible school system we can af-
ford.

A close second is the Council's re-
sponsibility to audit the expenditures of
public funds. In doing so we can re-
assure our citizens that the money they
pay to have a local government is be-
ing used properly. Right now I am in-
volved in the process of strengthening

our audit function by organizing an Au-
dit Committee that will give us addi-
tional capacity in this area.

Finally, I will commit as I always
have to being constructive in my pub-
lic comments about all departments of
town government. If I have questions
for the School Committee I will con-
tact it directly rather than use the press.
I believe that approach will be more
helpful in giving us a well run town,
and that's my sole objective in public
service.

Erin Carroll: It is my deeply
held belief that education is one
of the primary obligations our
community has to its residents.

North Kingstown deserves the highest
quality education to prepare younger
generations for their emergence into
adulthood, whether they are pursing
jobs or higher education.

As a member of the Town Council,
I will dedicate myself to ensuring that
North Kingstown provides the best ed-
ucation possible. I believe that we must
vigilantly monitor the quality of edu-
cation in our town and, if the services
provided must be improved, the Town
Council should immediately and seri-

ously consider how to remedy such ser-
vices. Where funding enhances or re-
solves a quality of education issue, I am
open to that funding, but the standard
has to be that the bene�t of such expen-
ditures is worthwhile and serves to �x
the issue.

Shelagh McGowan: I be-
lieve the Council should pro-
vide general oversight of the
School Committee by remain-

ing abreast of their activities and insist-
ing that standards are met (audit com-
mittees, procedure manuals, whistle-
blower provisions etc). I can best sup-
port their success by promoting strong
rapport and communication between
the Council and Committee.

Dorman Hayes: This candi-
date believes that Town Coun-
cilors Should have a hands-on
involvement in the affairs of

our school system. This means actually
visiting our schools, talking with stu-
dents and teachers, as well as admin-
istrative staff. Town Councelors need
�rst-hand information on what is going
on in order to help resolve problems.
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Although North Kingstown is an af�uent community, it still has large po ckets of low income and at-risk
families. In budgets past, the town manager has looked at cutting funding to non-pro�t agencies that help

these families (South County Community Action, Women's ResourceCenter, etc). We have also seen a position
cut that works directly with these families (the welfare director). How will you as a town council work to make
sure that the low income and at-risk population gets the services that they need? How will you work with
funding sources to make sure that the agencies that serve NorthKingstown residents get the funding that they
need? (Korinne Barnes)

Ed Cooney: I was the leading
proponent of restoring the cuts
proposed by the manager to the
social service agencies which

serve the most needy in our town. I
commit to protecting such funding in
future years. The welfare director posi-
tion was conbined with senior services
to become “Department of Human Ser-
vices”. This not only provides for ef-
�ciency in government, it puts the full
resources of this department availbable
to support human services.

Steve Campo:I have been to
many third world countries like
Vietnam, China and Brazil. I
have seen �rst hand what it is

like to have people who are hungry and
without the proper clothing, housing
and physiological needs. It is a sad
thing to witness and like Allen Shawn
Feinstein always says, “No one should
go hungry.” It is in all our best interest
to provide for the less fortunate.

Ted Whittaker: The town is
attempting to meet the criteria
that the state has set for af-
fordable housing. Low income

housing in North Kingstown compared
to the surrounding cities and towns is
not adequate but much better. The town
has met 8% of the 10% goal set by
the state. Unfortunately, Federal fund-
ing has been drastically reduced over
the years. We need a change from the
top. Only the federal and state admin-
istrations can address the situation to
improve the housing problem by giv-
ing us more funds. Federally funded
grants should be more readily available
to towns that are trying to meet afford-
able housing quotas. Cutting programs

for low income citizens should be ab-
solutely the last area to cut.

As a Town Councilman I would dis-
cuss and evaluate with the Town Coun-
cil members the allocation to the non
pro�t agencies to make sure the social
services needs of our citizens are con-
sidered. I would also ask the town who
may have to adjust the support to non-
pro�t agencies to be creative and work
closely with the non pro�ts to apply
for grants from the state government
, the federal government , and private
charitable foundations to make sure the
agencies that serve North Kingstown
residents get the funding they need.

Bill Gilbert: The Commu-
nity Development Block Grant
(CDBG) program offered by
the Federal Department of

Housing and Urban Affairs (HUD)
has been the main vehicle to fund non-
pro�t groups and services providers.
As with all government funds, we have
seen a decrease in revenues from this
source. We need to help these organi-
zations by continuing to uncover grant
funding opportunities and to have our
planning staff to help with the techni-
cal aspects of applying for grants and
to help them to realize more ef�ciency
in their delivery of services. All of us
are being asked to do more with less.
I note that the Welfare Director's posi-
tion was not cut but realaigned with the
Senior Services Director.

Anthony Miccolis: The Coun-
cil has been working hard to
maintain funding levels for the
many important social service

agencies that provide a safety net for
our community. The town's welfare

director position has not been elimi-
nated; instead it has been consolidated
into our Senior Services Department,
with the new Director of Senior and So-
cial Services now handling the respon-
sibilities of this position. This consol-
idation was done as part of the imple-
mentation of the town's �scal �tness
plan. Nevertheless, I believe that we
should continue to work towards pro-
viding the necessary resources to agen-
cies that provide important services to
those who need it the most.

John Patterson: The Town
should take great pride in the
services provided to all of our
residents. The Council is de-

termined that the provision of quality
services will continue. I don't expect
any further cuts to the Social Service
agencies that we support. However,
one thing that we might do is to look
at ways to provide greater support to
those agencies that provide direct ser-
vices to the residents of the Town.

Mark Zaccaria: Non-pro�t
agencies that provide support to
NK Residents are an important
component of the local safety

net that exists for our citizens. None
of these organizations receives 100%
of its funding from town contributions.
In fact the voluntary assistance pro-
vided by the town in years past was
never more than a few percent of any
agency's overall annual income.

That is not to minimize the impor-
tance of these contributions by the
town, nor to understate the pain caused
by their reductions.

In the end the town does provide
100% of the income to run Police and
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Fire services, as well as the other core
departments. This funding has to be
our �rst priority. In recent budgets
we have been squeezed to the point of
eliminating 4th of July Fireworks and
Library hours, among other services. It
should be noted, though, that the cur-
rent Council did not accept the recom-
mendation of the then Town Manager
to completely eliminate these contribu-
tions to agencies.

I will gladly work with any of these
non-pro�ts to assist them with secur-
ing grants. I will gladly consider in-
creases in these contributions for the
FY'08 Budget if there is any �scal
room to do so. I will not guarantee any
level of funding for them from the town
next year because I will not foreclose
any options at this time that might be
needed to bene�t our primary responsi-
bilities later.

Erin Carroll: One of the pri-
mary purposes of government
is to provide for its low-income
and at-risk citizens. I believe

that our community should do all that
it can to assist those individuals and

groups that most need our community's
help.

I hesitate to give �rm monetary com-
mitments to any issue, for such state-
ments would simply be political pan-
dering. Rather, I can assure the com-
munity of my commitment both to the
residents of North Kingstown, be they
at-risk or not at-risk, and to �nancial
responsibility. That is to say, I com-
mit to responsibly and compassionately
balance the need for services, the cost
of such services, and the ability of the
town to afford these services.

Shelagh McGowan: I believe
North Kingstown can best im-
prove affordable housing by in-
corporating such development

into the Post Road corridor develop-
ment.

Dorman Hayes:In 1976-1967
this candidate was the Low
Income representative to the
S.C.C.A. Board of Directors.

He has lived in a federally �nanced
project, King's Grant, for over 32

years. He has some farmiliarity with
the problems of working peaple and
low income people. As a Town
Councelor , he would be glad to serve
again on the S.C.C.A. Board and other
agencies to secure programs that would
hellp working and low income people
in North Kingstown.

Mark Tripp: This is the type
of problem that exists and can't
be denied or ignored, like it
or not. Grants for the town

from the State have decreased from
$183,000 in 2002, to $68,000 this year.
The president of the council stated in
the journal dated 10-4-06, that they
were not aware of the “shift in focus”
relative to applying for the grant. Why
weren't they aware? Isn't that their
job? This is symptomatic of irrespon-
sible leadership. The people who are
at risk or of low income are here, and
they are residents of the town. We have
to be responsible to them just as any
other resident or taxpayer. Better man-
agement is the answer. Sadly, this has
been lacking in this area.

What is the Town doing about affordable housing and is it enough? (Team question, 1 other)

Steve Campo:We are required
to have 10% of affordable
housing and I believe we cur-
rently have 8.5%. I am not

aware of anything that we are doing to
increase it to the required 10%. It is not
enough. We need to do more.

Ted Whittaker: The town is
attempting to meet the criteria
that the state has set for af-
fordable housing. Low income

housing in North Kingstown compared
to the surrounding cities and towns is
not adequate but much better. The town
has met 8% of the 10% goal set by
the state. Unfortunately, Federal fund-
ing has been drastically reduced over
the years. We need a change from the
top. Only the federal and state admin-
istrations can address the situation to
improve the housing problem by giv-

ing us more funds. Federally funded
grants should be more readilly avail-
able to towns that are trying to meet af-
fordable housing quotas. Cutting pro-
grams for low income citizens should
be absolutely the last area to cut.

Bill Gilbert: Unfortunately, the
town has done little to increase
the stock of affordable housing
in our town. This is not so

much on purpose but is a result of sev-
eral realities. First, North Kingstown
has become a very desirable suburb and
with this desirability has come a de-
mand on our existing housing stock that
has caused prices to soar faster than
people's incomes. This is a high class
problem that many communities would
love to have.

Second, state and town have done a
poor job communicating. Many resi-

dents do not understand that affordable
housing is different and not low income
subsidized housing. So, there has been
much unwarranted resistance to pushes
for more affordable and modest homes.

A third cause to the lack of affordable
housing is the expectation of today's
society. In 1950's the average home
size for a middle class family with two
children was 850 sq. ft. Today's aver-
age home is greater than 1800 sq. ft.

Increasing the stock of affordable
housing doesn't come easy. The costs
associated with building new housing
stock are, cost of the land, costs of con-
struction and pro�t. To reduce the cur-
rent high prices of homes we must re-
duces these costs or subsidize them in
some fashion. When we subsidize new
homes we get the double whammy by
increasing the student population and
therefore school costs. This question
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boils down once again how we intelli-
gently say yes. We should be looking
age restricted developments that do not
bring in new students.

Mark Zaccaria: NK is proud
to have the highest percentage
of state-designated Affordable
Housing units of any town in

South County. That hasn't happened
by accident. Our Comprehensive Plan
establishes the creation of Affordable
Housing as a goal, and it also outlines
the process by which we will achieve
that goal.

For example, the Post Road Devel-
opment Plan includes provision for Af-
fordable Housing Units. I strongly
support this initiative because the Post
Road corridor offers access to both
sanitary sewer service and mass trans-
portation. These are two key com-
ponents needed before higher density
Affordable Housing can be successful.
The Post Road Plan also draws from
New Urbanism ideas to integrate the
proposed Affordable units with those at
market price. This feature will encour-
age diversity in the new neighborhoods
we create.

Even this is not enough. Unless we
do more planning and execution we run
the risk of eliminating our young fam-
ilies and our seniors from the mix here
in NK. So an aggressive Affordable
Housing program does much more than
just assist our low income segment, it
promotes Community in our town, not
just Jurisdiction.

Anthony Miccolis: As a mem-
ber of our town's Affordable
Housing Task Force, I have
been working with my col-

leagues on the development and im-
plementation of a plan to address this
very serious issue. On a positive note,
North Kingstown is the leader among
towns in South County with respect to
the 10 percent goal of affordable hous-
ing stock, at just over 8 percent. How-
ever, we need to and must do more.
We need to make sure that those who

work in our community have an oppor-
tunity to live here. Having just expe-
rienced the hottest housing market in
recent history, we need to address this
issue head-on and �nd ways and areas
where affordable housing works.

John Patterson: The Town
Council has approved an Af-
fordable Housing Plan that ad-
dresses the lack of such hous-

ing in North Kingstown. While the
Town has more AH than any other town
in South County by far (over 8% of
the State mandated target of 10%), we
must move forward aggressively to as-
sure that more and more Affordable
Housing is made available. Is 10%
enough? 'No! If I'm reelected to the
Town Council I will continue to advo-
cate for more Affordable Housing up to
and beyond the target of 10%.

Shelagh McGowan: North
Kingstown currently reports 8%
affordable housing, below the
10% goal but still higher than

surrounding communities. I believe
we should continue to work toward the
10% goal, with particular focus on the
Post Road corridor.

Dorman Hayes: Due to the
former Naval Air Station, the
Town is blessed with more fed-
erally �nanced housing than

many othe towns in Rhode Island.
However, I feel that the Town should be
ready to excercise a right of �rst refusal
and the rights of eminent domain,if
necessary, to continue this funding.
This candidate would also suppport
a Town Housing Authorit and rent
controls, if necessory, to ensure con-
tinued low income housing in North
Kingstown.

Mark Tripp: It is my under-
standing that the State requires
10% and that we are at about
8.5%. Obviously, when we are

this close, we should be able to com-

plete the task. It has to be brought
into compliance, and it will be if I am
elected.

Ed Cooney: The town has 843
units that qualify as affordable
with 205 units needed to meet
the 10% threshold established

by state legislation. Good but not good
enough! To help NK create more af-
fordable housing we need to embrace
the following ( amongst other initia-
tives as well):

1. Encourage planned urban devel-
opment concepts with mixed use
including affordable housing

2. Focus on Post Road corrider and
potential gateway project to cre-
ate village centers that provide
for affordable housing

3. Work with existing affordable
housing providers to capture in-
�ll and expansion opportunities.

4. In conjuction with funding op-
portunities created by referen-
dum 9 - Affordable housing,
work with non pro�ts to create
permanently affordable housing

5. Promote Nk as welcoming com-
munity for group homes and as-
sisted living centers for our citi-
zens with special needs.

Erin Carroll: The Town's
affordable housing plan can
be found at: http://www.
northkingstown.org/

planningdept/affordable_housing.
asp .

A little more than 8% of the
town's housing stock is considered af-
fordable housing. While the state re-
quirement is 10%, our community is
currently the highest in South County.

As I stated earlier, one of the primary
purposes of government is to provide
for its low-income and at-risk citizens.
I believe that our community should do
all that it can to assist those individuals
and groups that most need our commu-
nity's help.
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How do you stand on re-opening the Fire Station in Slocum? (John Batzinger, NK Fire-
�ghter)

Do you feel the Station in Saunderstown (on Boston Neck Rd.) should be closed and relocated to Route
1 and 138 in order to cover both Slocum and Saunderstown? (John Batzinger, NK Fire�ghter)

The Slocum area of town does not have adequate �re and rescue services. The present council is consid-
ering closing the Saunderstown station and building a new station on Rt.1. Please comment on this plan.
(Megan Spitler)

Ted Whittaker: It is my opin-
ion and always has been that the
Saunderstown station MUST
remain open and the Slocum

station should be developed or a new
one constructed this will ensure that the
lives and properties of both areas will
be protected in an acceptable response
time. The Route 138 and Route 1pro-
posed �re station in NOT acceptable to
me.

Bill Gilbert: The Saunder-
stown Fire Station (#2) must
stay open. Moving this station
several miles and across a di-

vided highway to the proposed location
will just be swapping one bad response
time for another. The proposed location
for the new station is just conjecture at
this point as the land is currently owned
state.

The Slocum area of town experiences
emergency response times greater than
12 and 13 minutes. An emergency
response time of 13 minutes is the
same as no emergency response. An
emergency and rescue station must
be opened immediately to protect this
area. We already own a site and build-
ing in Slocum which used to be a �re
and rescue station and without much ef-
fort can be put back online while pre-
serving its current use. The site might
not be the optimum answer for Slocum
and I am open to similar locations, but I
will not close the Saunderstown station
and trade one bad situation for another.

The Saunderstown �re station must
stay open and the emergency response
times to Slocum must be improved.

Anthony Miccolis: Public
safety is one of the most im-
portant issues that come before
any Town Council. First, yes,

the Slocum area does have unaccept-
able response times and it has been a
priority of the Council to �x this sit-
uation. We turned to an independent
consultant for an objective review of
our �re department operations, man-
agement, and response times. In the
end, the Council approved the experts'
top recommendation — the plan that
gave us the greatest improvement in
public safety at the most reasonable
cost to the taxpayers.

The �re union disagrees with the
Council and is lobbying for the plan
that was ranked #12 in the independent
report. The union claims that their plan
— “opening” the old station at Lischio
Field would cost $500,000. What they
don't mention is that the town would
have to hire 12 new �re�ghters at an
additional, annual cost to our taxpay-
ers of at least $1.2 to $1.6 million. I
challenge any candidate who supports
opening a 4th station in Slocum to in-
form the voters how they will pay for
this new station, particularly with the
tighter, statewide property tax cap now
in place. The simple answer is that we
can't do so without a huge tax increase
or drastic cuts.

John Patterson: Public safety
is always an important issue for
our town. A consultant hired
by the Town made a number of

recommendations regarding the provi-
sion of better emergency and �re �ght-
ing coverage in the southern part of

town. The Council approved moving
forward with the number one recom-
mendation which gave the best overall
coverage to Slocum and Saunderstown.
Access to Slocum via Pendar Road and
Saunderstown via Route 138 east gives
unobstructed and effective access to the
areas that would be served by this new
station. We are awaiting DOT's re-
sponse to our request to acquire land at
Routes 1 and 138. If this is not possi-
ble, the Council agreed to revisit the re-
habilitation of an old �re station at Lis-
chio Field subject to caveats about per-
sonnel implications of this alternative.

Mark Zaccaria: Re-opening
the former Station 5 as a work-
ing �restation in Slocum is a
bad idea, The property is too

small to accommodate the equipment
needed today. The location in a
Groundwater Overlay Zone makes ve-
hicle washdown problematic. Finally,
the getaway roads are crowded and un-
dersized.

Going in I have no position on the
Saunderstown Station. Instead I have
the opinion that we need to improve
�re and rescue response in the growing
Slocum area without degrading those
responses in Saunderstown. To accom-
plish these twin goals I am willing to
look at using private ambulance ser-
vices, mutual aid agreements, a recon-
�guration of the NKFD's Quarters, or
anything else that might prove useful in
reliably delivering those target services
at the least cost. If it proves that relo-
cating the unit now stationed at Saun-
derstown is part of an overall plan to
hit both targets, I'll vote for it.
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Any new �restation we build has
to be State-Of-The-Art and capable of
serving the town for 50 years. If the
1/138 location doesn't work we should
consider alternatives near high speed
roadways that will permit the new fa-
cility to serve both the South and North
ends of town.

Erin Carroll: I support the for-
mation of a public safety com-
mission to review all public
safety needs of our community.
I'm concerned the current de-

bate has pit our �nancial limitations
against the safety of our residents. This
debate become more emotional than re-
lying on facts and �gures.

I would support the passage of the
Public Safety Bond but would call for
a review before expending any funds to
ensure we have the best public safety
plan our community can afford.

Shelagh McGowan: The key
objective it to provide accept-
able response times for all resi-
dents of North Kingstown. The

Route 1 & 138 plan is not �nalized be-
cause the land has not been secured.
This does not mean, however, that ef�-
ciencies cannot be made. For example
the South Kingstown �re station near
URI is close to the southwestern corner
of North Kingstown. Could this station
be deputized to respond to a speci�c
North Kingstown geography? These

options should be explored. My mind
is not closed on this matter; if elected
I will meet with any concerned entities
and consider all options.

Dorman Hayes: This candi-
date would need to further
study this issue before com-
menting on it.

Mark Tripp: I have been,
along with others, screaming
about this for years. This is
a public safety issue, and cor-

rective measures must be implemented.
The response times to Slocum for �re
and rescue are dangerously long. Pub-
lic Safety is a basic right of all resi-
dents, and it lies at the core of pay-
ing taxes in the �rst place. This is a
problem that has been ignored for far
too long and should have been handled
years ago and not just come to light this
year because of an election coming up.
A station is absolutely needed in this
area.

The station in Saunderstown must re-
main open. Rte 1 and 138 is not the
proper location for a new station to
cover both areas. I believe the present
plan, as submitted by the majority of
the council, is impractical, unsafe, and
is only a stop gap measure. The plan
submitted solves nothing. It only swaps
poor response time in one area for poor

response time in another area. This is
the time to listen to the experts, not
some consulting �rm that is paid thou-
sands of dollars to basically come up
with an answer they think is wanted or
is at least slanted that way.

Ed Cooney: I voted to oppose
the closing of the Saunderstown
station. It is ctitical not to lose
sight of the number one objec-

tive - ensure adequate response time to
citizens of Slocum. At this time, the
town does not know if the state will
give NK the land for a station at rt 1
and 138. I would support opening a one
engine company (8 �remen) at slocum.
We have not been provided with precise
run time and road �ow of this location.

Steve Campo: The response
times to Slocum are unaccept-
able. We should fully look into
the re-opening of the �re sta-

tion in Slocum.
I believe that we should not

build a �re station on the corner of Rt.
1 and 138 and close down our station
on Boston Neck Road. By doing so,
we will be improving response times
(which everyone recognizes is a real
problem in the Slocum area) but at the
expense of the people in Saunderstown.
Decisions like this only serve to shift
the lack of �re and rescue protection
from one area of our town to another.
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Each year the Town Council uses over $1 million from the fund balanceto underwrite town expenditures
at the same time that the Town Council caps school expenditures.The fund balance has been created

by excess tax collections that theoretically are designated in part for the school. If elected, do you propose to
change this? (James M. Halley, Superintendent of Schools)

Bill Gilbert: For many years
our Town Council has be plac-
ing unspent funds from the pre-
vious budget year into various

capitol and rainy day reserve funds.
This practice was intended as a method
to accrue funds to pay for small capi-
tol projects or to cover emergencies like
a broken boiler. It is also true that the
Town Council has tapped these funds
to pay for operational expenses, so to
appear as having stayed within their
promised cap. Dr. Halley is correct on
this one, technically the surplus funds
from the school committee budget that
have been placed in these funds should
be used for school spending.

I would change this practice and ac-
count for all unspent funds from the
previous year as an offset for the next
upcoming budget cycle. For example,
if the 2007-2008 budget is for $50 mil-
lion and we end the year with $1 mil-
lion unspent surplus, the budget should
be reduced by the surplus on hand. This
practice is more transparent and hon-
est and reduces the temptation to raid
our reserve funds. The funding of our
reserve, capitol improvement and rainy
day funds should be done though their
own line item in the budget.

Shelagh McGowan:No.

Anthony Miccolis: The Super-
intendent of Schools has asked
this question in various ways
over the past four years. Each

time the Council has provided the same
answer. Fund balances are the funds re-
maining at year-end from all revenues
— not just tax dollars — received in
a �scal year in excess of expenditures.
These funds accumulate from year to
year on the Town's books. The Council

does not use money from the fund bal-
ance to “underwrite” town expenses.

A healthy fund balance is a criti-
cal measurement by which the �nancial
health of a community is determined by
the bond market. As of June 30th, the
fund balance stood at $8.475 million or
approximately 13% of FY06 revenues.
That is still below the Moody's me-
dian for municipalities comparable to
North Kingstown with an `Aa3' bond
rating, which was 16.9% in 2005. In
addition, one year of debt service pay-
ments equals $5,233,673. If the vot-
ers approve the upcoming bond refer-
enda, our debt service will increase by
approximately $105,000 for each mil-
lion borrowed.

Our current fund balance policy calls
for a 5% fund balance. This policy was
adopted in 1996, when we had a lower
bond rating and our fund balance had
been depleted to almost nothing. It is
time for the policy to be updated.

John Patterson: The com-
ments about the fund balance
are incorrect. The Town Coun-
cil had imposed a cap on both

School Department and Municipal ex-
penses. One might ask why the
School Department does not account
for ”breakage” �gures in its proposed
budget to the School Committee. If re-
elected to the Town Council, I will re-
view all fund balances.

Mark Zaccaria: The question
confuses sources of funding for
a budget with the maximum al-
lowable spending authorized in

that budget. The Undesignated Fund
balance maintained on our municipal
books is an account designed to hold
not just excess tax collections but also
donations, certain grants, fees, and
a number of other items of income.

Think of it as a bank account where
money from speci�ed sources is stored.

Using that money is quite a different
matter.

The Expenditure Cap that the Town
Council has recently imposed as a
means of controlling property taxes is
a limit on spending money that comes
from all sources. The Town Council
has imposed the same cap on municipal
operations that it has on the School De-
partment. In the case of schools their
much larger base budget means their
percentage of annual growth results in
many more dollars available to them
than become available on the municipal
side.

Whether or not an Expenditure Cap
will continue to be the best method of
controlling property tax growth in the
next budget, you can be sure I will vote
for some kind of curb to achieve that
end. I do not envision voting to elim-
inate the Undesignated Fund and even
if I did its money would have to be
stored in some other fund with some
other name.

Total available expenditures for next
year's NK Budget is a matter of critical
importance. The name of the account
under which we store that money be-
fore spending it is not.

Erin Carroll: The fund balance
for a community like North
Kingstown acts as a bellwether
to the �nancial markets that the

community depends on for funding
of projects, including school projects.
This balance and how it is maintained
will directly affect those borrowings
and, therefore, the cost to the commu-
nity. The maintenance and strength of
the town fund directly affects the town
and the school department.

Dr. Halley, the simple argument
that more dollars should be directed
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to the school department fundamentally
misses the point. The �nancial well-
being of our entire town relies in part
upon the responsible maintenance of
the town fund. To ask for a blind re-
distribution of funds without any rea-
son why these funds are needed by the
school department is mere prioritiza-
tion of one community aspect over the
others. Instead, I vow to give all needs
of the community equal consideration
and to distribute funding based on the
need for the funds, the amount of fund-
ing required, and the ability of the town
to grant these funds. Dr. Halley should
make the argument for the educational
need �rst, then seek the funding to sup-
port it rather than funding �rst, need
second.

Dorman Hayes: This candi-
date would not support an ar-
birarry cap on shool funding.

Mark Tripp: No answer.

Ed Cooney: This question is
confusing apples with oranges.
The town using the fund bal-
ance simply contains the tax

rate increase. The expenditure cap for
spending for town and school is not
in�uenced one bit by whether we use
fund balance or not.

Steve Campo:At the end of
every year, if there is a budget
surplus it should be returned to
the taxpayers. It can be used

to lower the tax burden the following
year. In my business, at the end of the
year, if I have a surplus I don't spend it
but rather return it to the bottom line. I
would apply the same business sense to
running our town.

Ted Whittaker: I believe the
million dollars was used to re-
duce the tax rate and had noth-
ing to do with the spending cap.

The spending cap was spread over the
entire budget.

What actions would you take to implement a fairer basis for determining Real Estate Taxes for individual
as well as commercial properties in North Kingstown? (Ed Rawlings, 2 others)

Anthony Miccolis: It is no se-
cret that taxes across the state
are growing faster than individ-
ual incomes. It is also clear

that the property tax system, as it is
presently structured, it not a fair way
for local governments to raise revenue.

The North Kingstown Town Coun-
cil has taken the lead on advocating
for a proactive, comprehensive plan for
property tax reform. This proposal,
based on the RIGHT plan, has been
shared with the Town's representatives
in the General Assembly for hopeful
implementation. While the Council is
doing everything it can to hold the line
on spending, tax reform has to come
from the state legislature.

Mark Zaccaria: Throughout
the term now coming to a close
I have championed the Right-
Tax proposal to reform the way

we compute property tax bills. My
colleagues on the current Council have
concurred and we have unanimously
passed a resolution urging the state leg-
islature to grant us authority to imple-
ment this system.

Putting RightTax into place would al-
low property tax payers to accurately

forecast their upcoming liabilities in
this area. It would gradually, organi-
cally increase the town's income and do
so as new members of our community
opted in voluntarily. Finally RightTax
would give our longest term residents a
potentially favorable position on prop-
erty tax increases. It's a natural break
for senior citizens.

In the last legislative session a bal-
anced bill was introduced to allow in-
dividual towns to use this approach if
they chose to. That bill was buried
almost as soon as it arrived on Smith
Hill. In the next session I plan to be
much more aggressive in working to-
wards getting that bill on the �oor for a
vote.

Commercial properties should be
taxed in direct relation to their value
as money-making assets. I believe a
previous Town Council made a mis-
take when it voted to use a single Per-
Thousand Rate for all properties in
town. In the upcoming re-evaluation
I will urge the Council to reconsider
Classi�cation of the Tax rate so that
commercial properties can again con-
tribute at approximately the levels they
did four years ago.

Mark Tripp: Again, this is
why the proper development at
Quonset is so important. The
basis for the determination of

real estate taxes has to be looked at
closely and should be changed. We
have to �nd a better way to determine
taxes than utilize overly high and in-
�ated property values. At the last re-
evaluation, the brunt of the tax liability
switched to the homeowner because of
these in�ated values. Many businesses,
including the large ones, actually ended
up paying lower taxes, sometimes by
thousands. We have to work to �nd a
fairer way. This could include lowering
the rate per thousand dollars of value in
certain instances and situations, and if
certain criteria are met. I have to admit
that there is a lot to look at here, and
this is why input from the people is so
important

John Patterson: The Town
Council has passed a resolu-
tion asking the General Assem-
bly to consider a fairer way

on which to base Real Estate taxes.
We were one of the �rst towns in
the State to do so. Since, ultimately,
it is the General Assembly that must
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change laws in this regard, we will
continue to advocate and lobby for the
change. During the last legislative ses-
sion we supported speci�c legislation
that would have begun the process. If
reelected, I will continue to advocate
strongly for change in the future as will
other Council Members I'm sure.

Erin Carroll: I support Harvey
Waxman's R.I.G.H.T. proposal
for real estate tax reform which
can be found at: http://

www.righttax.org .

Shelagh McGowan: I support
the proportional system advo-
cated by Dr. Waxman and
Counselor Mark Zaccaria.

Dorman Hayes: During the
colonial era, when our econ-
omy had an agricultural base,
property was used in every

possable way to produce income. To-
day, much of it is unused, many
landowners generate no income from

their property, while others have log-
ging trucks comming in every Win-
ter. Should these owners pay the same
property taxes? Changing this would
involve an educational effort , as well
as restructuring the way we collect
property taxes.

Ed Cooney: I wiil continue to
advocate for implementing Dr.
Waxman's R.I.G.H.T plan for
property taxes. Simply put, the

plan does away with the current evalu-
ation system. Full revaluation only oc-
curs when the property is bought ans
sold.

Steve Campo:This is a com-
plicated issue. The problem
is in the way we assess prop-
erty values. The town council

should look further into this matter. To
implement a fairer basis for determin-
ing real estate tax will take many dis-
cussions and creative ideas. The entire
state is struggling to address this mat-
ter. We need to think outside the box.

Ted Whittaker: One only has
to refer to the Waxman plan
to address the fairness of Real
Estate Taxes and Commercial

Taxes.

Bill Gilbert: Harvey Waxman
appears to be on the right track
with his “Right Tax” proposal,
unfortunately there are some

details that need to be worked out to
make his plan stand up to constitutional
scrutiny. I have worked closely with
him and have debated much on this
topic. There are compromises between
the ad valorem system we currently use
and the “Right Tax” model. I prefer
capping the increase of taxes paid on
all properties instead of freezing their
assessed value. Under the “Right Tax”
model property owners' could still ex-
perience 20 and 30 percent increases in
their tax bill; all property owners would
just experience the same increase. I
agree that no property owner in town
should see a decrease in their tax bill
while other homeowners are experienc-
ing double digit increase.

What actions would you take to further reduce Real Estate Taxesfor long time senior residents, who
normally do not have children in the North Kingstown school system, but have paid taxes for a long period

of time? (Ed Rawlings)

Mark Zaccaria: As stated
above, the best possible break
we could give to our senior citi-
zens would be the implementa-

tion and use of the RightTax approach
to computing property tax bills. This
method would base tax bills on the
value of residential properties as they
were at the time they were �rst ac-
quired by their present owners. In the
case of long term residents who have
grown old in North Kingstown their se-
nior years would be marked by the most
favorable property taxation of any of
our residents.

In recent years, there have been blan-
ket abatements at preset values enacted
for citizens who have lived in town for
a predetermined number of years and
are now at some speci�ed age. In my

opinion these are interim measures. Al-
though we should consider renewing
them as we are able to, the best long
term solution to giving seniors a break
will be the implementation and use of
RightTax.

John Patterson: Regarding
long-time residents in town,
if reelected, I would cer-
tainly consider increasing ex-

emptions. However, the best approach
would be to reform how we value
the land so that long-time homeown-
ers would not see their taxes based
on current real estate values. Rather
their tax bills would only re�ect any
changes in the town's budget. When
their homes were sold, they would then
be based on market values. This is

an oversimpli�cation of a concept that
is before the General Assembly which
would change signi�cantly how real es-
tate is valued.

Erin Carroll: Community re-
sources are not determined
based on use but, rather, certain
services are required by or fall

upon the community to provide. There-
fore, a use-test might not be the best
mechanism in this case.

I do, however, believe that it is in
our community's interest to have our
seniors remain in their homes as long
as possible. Most importantly, this
increases our seniors' quality of life,
but also reduces cost to the commu-
nity by lightening the load on public
services. As such, I would be open
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to a discussion for a tax-cap for resi-
dents who have held primary residence
in our community for a long period of
time. The speci�cs of this should be
worked out, with consideration given
to the many mechanisms available to
eliminate the impact of such caps on
the community. I support a committee
to comprised of residents and elected
of�cials.

Shelagh McGowan: Im-
plementation of the Wax-
man/Zaccaria proportional plan
would go a long way towards

removing burden from long-term tax-
payers.

Dorman Hayes:This is a com-
plicated problem, Again, it
may require an educational ef-
fort, as well as restructuring the

way we access property taxes.

Mark Tripp: Senior residents
of this town need a break.
Many can no longer afford to
live here. If there ever was a

time or place for `discounts' this is it.
They pay the high taxes and utilize lit-
tle of the services. The point about
not having children in school is well
taken and would certainly be a rea-
son we should look into a discount or
higher tax rate at the point the prop-
erty changes hands or is sold, and in

the meantime reduce the taxes of the se-
niors.

Steve Campo:Our senior resi-
dents who not have children in
the school system are our most
valuable resource. We should

give them a tax freeze based on their
age and time lived in town. Our se-
niors place little to no stress on the sys-
tem. Most seniors have a typical three
bed, two bath house. If they cannot
afford to live in North Kingstown be-
cause of high taxes and decide to sell,
who do you think is likely to buy the
home. Probably a couple with 2.2 kids.
Now, instead of a tax bene�t, that prop-
erty becomes a strain on the school sys-
tem with a net tax de�cit. Let's keep
our seniors in their homes in North
Kingstown where they belong and de-
serve to live.

Bill Gilbert: The Senior Tax
Abatement needs to be adjusted
and increased so seniors can
stay in their hard earned homes.

If a senior is taxed out of their home it
is highly likely that they would be re-
placed by a family with a child or mul-
tiple children in the school system. As
I discussed early, the impact of replac-
ing a senior with even one child in the
school system increases our budgetary
needs by $10,800. Increasing the Se-
nior Tax Abatement, even as much as

�fty percent, would still be a net �scal
gain when compared to the educational
costs associated with transitioning a se-
nior's property to a young family home

Ed Cooney:The R.I.G.H.T tax
plan would stabilize taxes for
our seniors as well. Addition-
ally, another opportunity would

be to model a “homestead” type ex-
emption like a program Narragansett
was considering two years ago.

The best way to control taxes is to
control spending.

Ted Whittaker: Seniors on a
�xed income who have been
residents for years have paid
their dues and a �oating tax rate

�xed to income may be an avenue to
address. Some states have a Homestead
section of their charter which addresses
this very issue.

Anthony Miccolis: In the long
term, one way that we can ad-
dress this issue is to continue
to push for broad property tax

reform on the state level. In the short
term, our Town could look at the fea-
sibility of a homestead exemption for
our residents. This type of action could
be the �rst step to providing immediate
property tax relief for the senior resi-
dents of our town.

During the last revaluation, members of the Town Council who are still in of�ce rejected the concept
of dividing the tax rolls so that businesses are taxed at the greater rate than homeowners. This decision

resulted in a windfall of millions of dollars in tax reductions for businesses such as Wal-Mart, Home Depot, Stop
and Shop, etc. What is you position on dividing the tax rolls in the future? (James M. Halley, Superintendent
of Schools, 1 other)

Mark Zaccaria: As stated
above, the most recent example
of de-classi�cation of the prop-
erty tax rolls has proven to be a

costly mistake. Since the sustained rise
in the market value of residential prop-
erty has not been re�ected in a simi-
lar rise in commercial buildings there
has been a shift in tax burden towards
homeowners. When the tax rate deci-
sion was made at the last reval, a num-

ber of large commercial establishments
saw their tax bills cut by almost 50%.
At the same time we lost potential rev-
enue from Payments In Lieu Of Taxes,
or PILOT's, that would have come from
leased commercial properties at Quon-
set. I believe this next reval is our op-
portunity to correct that inequity.

No one favors unfair burdens. As
such, we should not react so greatly
with the upcoming classi�cation of the

tax rolls that we unfairly restrain trade
in town. I believe that classi�ed rates
for commercial properties should re-
turn their property tax bills to levels at
or near where they were before the big
discount the town afforded them at the
last reval.

We have to balance the impact of
taxes on our local �rms with that of all
other expenses that make up the busi-
ness environment here in town. In do-
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ing so, however, we have to recognize
that at present our property taxes are
based on market value and that fact can
shift tax burden outside anybody's con-
trol. Classi�cation of the tax rolls is a
reasonable method of dealing with that
shift.

Erin Carroll: As stated above,
I support the Harvey Wax-
man's R.I.G.H.T. proposal for
real estate tax reform which

can be found at: http://www.
righttax.org . I believe this to be
a fairer process of taxation.

Shelagh McGowan:I disagree
with the Council's decision to
not divide the tax roles.

Dorman Hayes: There needs
to be equity in the way we ac-
cess our property taxes. Com-
mercial properties should not

be given a break at the expense of
homeowners.

Mark Tripp: The whole tax
structure has to be re-evaluated.
It is something to think about,
but I fear it will affect more that

just the big businesses. It could also
negatively affect the smaller businesses
that are struggling. At this point, I
would have to say no, pending a new
and fairer tax structure.

Ed Cooney: I believe the
council must seriously consider
some sort of classi�cation of the
tax rolls. Howevere, we must

tread cautiously and understand the im-
pact on our important small business
community.

Steve Campo:There must be
a level playing �eld when de-
termining real estate taxes for
both residential and commer-

cial properties. Home Depot's taxes
went down while many residential
owners had to pay more. Why is this?
This is a good question for the current
town council!

Ted Whittaker: No answer.

Bill Gilbert: A split tax rate or
a “Classi�ed Tax” where com-
mercial properties are taxed at
one rate and residential prop-

erties at another is not new or novel.
The tax reduction Dr. Halley mentions
was not a result of not having a split
rate, neither does having one guaran-
tee that some properties will not see tax
reductions while others feel increases.
Whether a property's tax increases, de-
creases or stays the same is a function
of the distribution of taxes throughout
the town as a whole and is too detailed
to discuss in 250 words.

A split tax rate works well in towns
like Warwick where the businesses
enjoy large volumes of traf�c and
friendlier zoning regulations that let
businesses enjoy greater intensity of
uses, like Route 2. These greater traf-
�c counts and intensity of uses offset
the higher tax rates that businesses pay
compared to their residential counter-
parts. North Kingstown does not of-
fer these enhancements, traf�c counts
or intensity of uses to offset higher tax
rates. Our town already has a reputa-
tion for being anti-business. I do not
agree that we should further burden our
local merchants. We need to foster our
business community and energize our

economic base, not sti�e it.

Anthony Miccolis: Not too
long ago, we had a sys-
tem where property revalua-
tions were done every 10 years

and we saw astronomical spikes in the
values of residential homes. Today, we
have a system where we do this every
three years to help keep us closer to
the actual market values of each home.
One of the key issues in all of this is
having an appraisal company that gives
the residents of our town a `fair and ac-
curate' valuation.

The popular appeal of creating a
`two-tiered' tax system, with a com-
mercial tax and a residential tax, is
that — all things being equal — it
would ease the property tax burden on
homeowners by shifting it to the busi-
nesses. Let's keep in mind, however,
that those businesses are more than a
revenue source — they are part of the
fabric of the community and provide a
livelihood for many of our town's fam-
ilies. The town's business climate is
crucial, and any such plan would have
to be evaluated in terms of the revenue
and jobs that might be lost if businesses
either closed or chose to locate else-
where because of changes in the tax
system.

John Patterson: Classi�ca-
tion of the roll or dividing the
tax rolls is something that al-
ways needs to be looked into

given the fact that over time more and
more of the value and therefore the
taxes have fallen on the shoulders of
home owners. It makes no sense to
me that some large businesses in town
saw their tax bills decrease by sizeable
amounts.
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In order to balance the town budget over the past few years, several town services have been cut back or
eliminated. Summer swimming and recreation programs, library hours, community service organizations

and more have all felt the knife. Do you feel the town has achieved the right balance between cutting funding
and preserving the quality of services—and quality of life—in North Kingstown? (Team question, 1 other)

Erin Carroll: A community's
budget and services, like its
members, are evolving entities,
subject to constant change and

adaptation. As such, there is no one
balance, no perfect budget that will for-
ever address the needs of the commu-
nity. What was the appropriate bal-
ance last year may not be so this year
and will almost surely not be so next
year. Therefore, the budget needs con-
stant review, a fresh pair of eyes to help
determine how it should adapt to the
changing community.

Without passing judgment on deci-
sions made prior to my involvement,
I would simply say that I will apply
the same test I have described before:
Is the service necessary? What is the
cost? Can we afford it? Is there any
way to provide the service at a lesser
expense or by �nding another source of
funding?

Shelagh McGowan: I believe
our level of services com-
pares favorably with surround-
ing communities.

Mark Tripp: I believe the
some of these cuts have been
“willy nilly” and knee jerk
in reaction. They were too

quickly chosen. Reorganization instead
of amputation would be a better choice
in my mind. I certainly don't feel that
the right balance has been achieved.

Bill Gilbert: Let me add a few
more of the cuts to the list pre-
sented in the question. We have
failed to �ll �oating positions at

the �re station, we have failed to main-
tain our water infrastructure, we have
postponed the resurfacing of numerous
miles of highways, and we have closed
a school, then reopened it, then closed

another.
For the past few years the town coun-

cil leadership has managed by ampu-
tation. Instead of becoming more ef-
�cient at the delivery of services, we
have lopped off body parts. Forward
thinking management would utilize our
zoning tools to decrease our reliance on
residential property taxes and shift the
burden to new commercial and indus-
trial properties so we can afford the ser-
vices we all expect. Forward thinking
management would apply technology
to reduce and �atten out the organiza-
tional chart without touching frontline
responders such as Firemen, Teachers,
Police, Municipal Workers and or crit-
ical programs. Forward thinking man-
agers would look for ways to consoli-
date and regionalize services with other
willing communities. We need forward
thinking managers.

Ed Cooney: Is it a perfect bal-
ance? No. However, for NK
to maintain a reasonable bal-
ance in the future we must ex-

pand our commercial tax base through
a proactive partnership with the QDC
and ahve uncompromising focus on �s-
cal �tness and improving the ef�ciency
of how we deliver services.

Steve Campo:No, because our
taxes keep going up and we
don't get the requisite services
that we pay for.

Anthony Miccolis: Without
question, all budget cuts are
dif�cult. The Town's Recre-
ation Department provides �rst

class recreation services to thousands
of our residents. In addition, the Town
owns a beautiful 18-hole public golf
course located at the Quonset Busi-
ness Park that continues to be one of

the best courses in Rhode Island. The
Town greatly bene�ts from having this
golf course as it generates much needed
revenue, which helps to offset our re-
liance on the property tax. However,
as elected of�cials we are charged with
making tough budget decisions. The
overwhelming message from town res-
idents has been to rein in spending,
make dif�cult �scal choices, and do
what we can to hold the line on taxes.
To that end, I have worked with my
colleagues to look at ways where we
can reduce spending and �nd other ar-
eas and ways to lessen our reliance on
property taxes.

Dorman Hayes: This candi-
date would work to restore
recreational and other quality
of life programs, especially

those that serve our chlidren.

Ted Whittaker: I feel that the
Town Council has done its best
to try to keep the right bal-
ance between cutting funding

and preserving the quality of services.
I'm sure no Town Council candidate
would advocate cutting programs but
the bottom line of the budget dictates
the services rendered to our commu-
nity.

John Patterson: One of the
things that the Town Council
has not done as well as it might
is to set priorities when con-

sidering budget cuts that need to be
made. For example, cutting services
and/or increasing fees across the board
may not be the most effective way to go
about balancing the budget. The Town
offers an array of services that com-
pares quite favorably with neighboring
towns. What I would like to see is a
comparative analysis of fees and ser-
vices provided by neighboring towns
and municipalities of equal size else-
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where in the state. Then I can better
answer the question as to ”... (whether)
the Town has achieved the right balance
between cutting funding and preserv-
ing the quality of services ... in North
Kingstown. Another important aspect
of this topic has to do with making sure
that lower-income families and individ-
uals can be afforded opportunities to
enjoy the variety of town services and
programs.

Mark Zaccaria: No. I think
that the quality of life in North
Kingstown has been degraded
by the cuts that have been

forced on our recent budgets.
Nonetheless I am committed to

balanced budgets so those cuts had to
come from somewhere. We live in a
�nancial environment where extreme
growth certain costs has been forced on
us externally. Items in our budgets like
State Pension Contributions and higher
Health Insurance rates can be argued
to be choices made by the voters be-
cause action of the state legislature is
largely responsible for them. Things
like the escalating cost of fuel and the
raw materials for paving mixtures and
road treatment chemicals, on the other
hand, are re�ective of much larger eco-
nomic forces. Yet all the while aver-

age salary increases among our citizens
have not kept pace.

So now we cannot have De�ned Pur-
chase budgets where we accept what-
ever costs are associated with having
the same goods and services we've al-
ways had. To do so would bankrupt our
citizens by taking ever larger percent-
ages of their income to run the town.
Instead we have to commit to holding
the line on expenditure increases and
to do that your next Town Council will
have to make even more unpalatable re-
ductions in spending. It's either that or
we will all have to pay more for town
government.

9 Miscellaneous

As we are all aware, half of our town has had to chlorinate the drinking water due to recurrent contami-
nation. The water underground is not the problem. The problem is getting the water to our homes. How

should this issue be addressed? (Megan Spitler)

Shelagh McGowan: I support
the establishment of a Water
and Sewer Commission to pro-
vide a long-range solution to

these problems.

Dorman Hayes:We all have a
right to drink clean. uncontam-
inated water. Not sure how this
could be achieved. I also be-

lieve that we all have a right to breath
clean, uncontaminated air and would
support ordinances insuring the same,
especially for our children.

Mark Tripp: This is another
example of poor planning and
action. This problem has been
around for years and did not

just come up ten minutes ago. Years
ago, when the infrastructure should
have been invested in, and repairs
should have been addressed, they were
not. It is shameful that it was allowed to
get to the point where the State had to
order us to chlorinate the water. Due to
this lack of attention over the years, we
have gone from award winning water in
1974, to what we have today. Appar-

ently, the council members over these
many years thought there were more
important matters to deal with. There
weren t. It is unacceptable and inexcus-
able. We have to �x the problem, and
�x it now. We need to maintain the in-
frastructure and keep this travesty from
happening again. This is a quality of
life issue and can not be placed on the
back burner. You can �x it for a lot now,
or even more later.

Ed Cooney: Our water deliv-
ery system has problems. Your
are right the water underground
is not the problem. Part of the

infrastructure needs replacement and a
clear cogent plan to do so must be done.

Water is a vital natural resource
which we tend to take for granted. Ad-
ditionally, the infrastructure investment
required is complicated and signi�cant.

I would suggest we form a “Water
Supply Board” to work closely with
the water department to vett issues,
challenges and policy matters of water.
This would function in same manner as
“Leisure Services Committee” and be
advisory to the council.

Ted Whittaker: Yes, I am very
aware of the chlorinated water
problem because it affects my
family. We dislike the chlo-

rinated water so much we have been
buying bottled water to drink since the
chlorination began. When I shower in
the morning it smells like a highly chlo-
rinated swimming pool. It is true that
our water is the �nest in the state but
the distribution system is more than 40
years old in some areas. We must set
a long range plan to replace and main-
tain the distribution system. The instal-
lation of the new water tank will help
but we must start replacing the older in-
frastructure system immediately.

Bill Gilbert: The problem is
the infrastructure of our water
delivery system. The North
Kingstown Water Department

is operated as an enterprise fund. This
means that the water department is not
operated with funds derived from prop-
erty taxes. It is fully funded through a
use-based system, your water bill. The
more you use, the more you pay. This
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department is actually pro�table as its
revenues are greater than its expenses.

The Town Council has capped the ex-
penses of all town departments. This is
good to hold down property taxes, but
the water department does not operate
from property taxes. The Town Coun-
cil's management plan has resulted in
a department that cannot utilize its in-
creased revenues and funds for infras-
tructure maintenance, repair and im-
provements.

Furthermore, the Council chose the
less expensive method to decontami-
nate our water, chlorine. This choice
is accelerating pipe failures as chlorine
corrodes certain underground pipes.
This is why we need to elect better
managers. Don't pay enough now,
you'll just pay more later.

As one of your Town Councilmen, I
will push for an immediate engineering
study of our water infrastructure to en-
sure long-term viability of clean, safe
and uncontaminated water. I will also
require that we have a detailed preven-
tative maintenance schedule along with
a work plan to budget by.

Steve Campo:We need to in-
vest in our water infrastructure
and install an effective mainte-
nance program. Water is one of

our most precious resources.

Anthony Miccolis: Last year,
the residents of our town ex-
perienced the fourth boil water
advisory in the past �ve years,

which was absolutely unacceptable. In
response, I called an emergency Town
Council meeting to share with residents
the latest news regarding this serious
matter, and to discuss the Town's ef-
forts to ensure that such an event did
not occur again. I will certainly con-
tinue to do everything in my power to

guarantee that North Kingstown resi-
dents are afforded safe, clean drinking
water, and the new Juniper Hill water
tank will be part of the answer. The
Town Council continues to assess the
functionality of our water department
and our water infrastructure. I regret
that the Rhode Island Department of
Health would not work with us to ex-
plore alternatives to chlorination, but I
will continue to look for solutions that
get us out from under this state man-
date.

John Patterson: The water
underground is a problem. We
must protect our aquifers since
they are the only source of wa-

ter that we have. Rank pollution would
be very serious. I'm not sure what is
meant by the ”... problem is getting
the water to our homes.” If it means
that we've had boil water advisories
caused by problems in the water lines
then that's largely true. The Town tried
several times to solve the problem(s)
but in the end the RI Department of
Health ordered the disinfection of the
system. The late Councilwoman, Sue
Henseler, was a strong proponent for
the creation of a Water Commission to
provide oversight of the system. Per-
haps the Council should look at that
again.

Mark Zaccaria: The problem
is being addressed, and I think
adequately, by the back-�ow
protection program the NK Wa-

ter Department now has in progress.
That program will require that resi-

dential customers install check valves
on their service lines which will pre-
vent the snorkeling of air through open
faucets back into the mains when ex-
traordinary drawdowns, such as �re hy-
drant use, create a reverse �ow. It is the

�ora and fauna that naturally occur in
fresh air that have caused the bulk of
the bacteria problems we have experi-
enced in the past. In general these in-
stances of contamination were not a re-
sult of any problems with town stand-
pipes or other water system infrastruc-
ture.

The disinfectant program now under-
way was mandated by the state. If
it had been possible to delay or avoid
the implementation of this program the
Town Council would have done so. It
was not. Disinfection is here to stay
and will someday expand to include
the so-called High Service Area in the
southern part of town.

What may change, however, is the
method of disinfection. Today we
use the traditional process that is com-
monly called Chlorination. Many ob-
jections have been registered to the
taste induced and there is some ques-
tion as to the long term impact on pipes
as well as appliances. There are newer,
high tech methods that might eliminate
these problems. The Water Department
is evaluating them and if I have any-
thing to say about it the Town Council
will consider them when viable.

Erin Carroll: As a resident of
the area that has had its water
chlorinated, I am of two minds.
Firstly, I am very pleased that

we have not had 'boil water' require-
ments since the chlorination was be-
gun. Second, I think we have water
quality issues that must be addressed.

I propose the creation of a Water
Commission that shall include select
members of the Town Council, Munic-
ipal Agencies, and citizens so we, as a
community, can determine the proper
course of action and arrive at a mutu-
ally bene�cial, long-term solution.
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Are there any positions that the Town Council has reached in the past two years with which you disagree?
What is your position on them? (Harvey Waxman)

Ed Cooney:

� Recall - Recall elections
should be decided by simple
majority.

� Municipal Court - We have no need
for a municipal court, function is al-
ready performed at state level and it
adds cost to government at a time
when we are looking for ef�ciency.
Also, it makes the town the prosecu-
tor, judge, and jury.

� School Bond - I voted against send-
ing the bond to the voters. The
school administration must demon-
strate serious committment to im-
prove policy and procedural de�cen-
cies noted in the recent special audit
reports.

Steve Campo:I disagree with
the way the council managed
our tax dollars relative to the
�eld maintenance contract at

the high school. Under the coun-
cil's watch the contract was once again
awarded to the same person for approx-
imately $140,000 per year. Admittedly,
the school committee did agree to allow
the town to bid on the project. But the
town did bid it for only one year. The
school committee did not accept it and
awarded the two year contract to the
same person. The town council could
have instructed the town to properly bid
the contract by submitting a two year
proposal.

Ted Whittaker: I totally dis-
agree with the three Town
Council members who support
the concept of closing the Saun-

derstown �re station and opening a new
station at the junction of Route 138 and
Route 1. I support the concept of keep-
ing the Saunderstown station open as is
and building a new one in the Slocum
area. It is my belief that this is the only
way both Saunderstown and Slocum
can receive the critical and acceptable
response time which is needed to prop-

erly protect the lives and property of
our citizens. This is NOT an area any-
one can gamble with. Time is of the
essence in a medical or �re EMER-
GENCY in order to save our lives or
homes! Our citizens should expect and
demand this protection. They expect
and deserve this in any town!

Bill Gilbert: Among a host of
issues for which I disagree, the
most critical issue is the fail-
ure of the Town Council to

address the dangerous emergency re-
sponse times to our Slocum residents
for over 8 years. The Town council has
played a dangerous game of chicken
by compromising safety for different
spending priorities. I choose my words
carefully here. The fact of the matter,
those response times are not safe. They
also re�ect inequity in services. Fire,
rescue and police services are mission
critical, non-negotiable, and will not be
compromised.

Mark Zaccaria: As noted
above, the most dramatic differ-
ence of opinion I've had with
the rest of my colleagues this

term has been over the issue of Recall.
As I stated publicly and in writing, I
do not believe that a town as small
and closely knit as ours needs a for-
mal recall process, over and above that
previously in place having to do with
criminal or unbalanced behavior.

Implementing Recall subtly lessens
the permanence of the votes we all cast.
It gives us an out that I believe we
should not be thinking about when we
choose among candidates for a town
of�ce. I urge all citizens of North
Kingstown to vote like they meant it.

Another drawback to the recall pro-
cess is the distraction it provides not
only to the object of the action but also
to the rest of the board he or she sits
on. I can easily envision an acrimo-
nious recall process cutting deeply into
the productivity of the TC or SC trying

to conduct normal business while it is
in progress.

In the end, it was clear that a major-
ity on the Council wanted some form of
Recall. It was also clear that although I
might have caused a stalemate by vot-
ing NO to both measures, I had a re-
sponsibility to the town to re�ect the
will of my constituents rather than ob-
struct it. That's why I chose the lesser
of the two bad options and voted for it,
at length.

Anthony Miccolis: I am proud
of the current Town Council's
record. Compromise, thought-
ful discussions, and sound, rea-

sonable decisions have been the hall-
marks of our meetings in recent years.
However, I disagreed with the elimi-
nation of the Director of Leisure Ser-
vices position. I fully recognize that
this action was part of the town's over-
all �scal �tness plan. I support that
plan. But I do not believe that we gave
full consideration to the impact and rip-
ple effect that the elimination of this
position would have on town govern-
ment. It has put additional strains on
the volunteers who serve on the boards
and commissions that were under the
purview of this position. As such, I be-
lieve we should have developed a plan
that would have phased out this posi-
tion over the next year, while at the
same time giving the necessary atten-
tion to how the transition would have
taken place and what steps would been
needed to ensure that all of the du-
ties and responsibilities would be ac-
counted for.

Erin Carroll: Like you and any
of our fellow residents there
have been some decisions that
have been made by the Town

Council that I would have disagreed.
However, I do not believe that it is a
useful exercise to dwell on the errors of
the past, I would rather engage in the
discussion of the issues that will have
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future impacts and bene�ts to our com-
munity such as proper tax levels, school
funding and Quonset Point.

I once again offer a simple test that
I will use when making decisions if
elected to the Town Council: Is the ser-
vice necessary? What is the cost? Can
we afford it? Is there any way to pro-
vide the service at a lesser expense or
by �nding another source of funding?

Mark Tripp: I believe we just
covered a great deal of them.
For the most part, I have a lot
that I disagree with, and with

your permission,I will cover them in
the Open Question that comes up next.

John Patterson: I mentioned
earlier that I feel as though the
Council could have done a bet-
ter job at setting priorities when

considering budget cuts. Also, I regret
that we cut out the 4th of July �reworks
two years ago. Some good, I hope,
has come out of this second point. It
was gratifying that the private sector
and the town came together to assure
that the Fireworks took place this year.
I hope we can continue with that Pri-

vate/Public partnership in the future.

Dorman Hayes: I am not
aware of all of the positions
that the Town Council has
taken in the last two yeaas and

so I can't really say whether or not I
would agree or disagree.

Shelagh McGowan: I do not
support the Council's decision
to not establish different tax
rates for businesses and resi-

dences.

10 Open Question

A place to expand upon your answers or say why voters should votefor you. (No word limit.)

Mark Tripp: My experience is
in law enforcement and inves-
tigations of very possible sce-
nario in that vein. One of the

things a good investigator looks for in
matters where there are multiple issues,
is a pattern. The pattern I have found
in the leadership of the town is all too
obvious. Time and time again priori-
ties are changed. Important items such
as water or public safety are placed on
the back burner. Poor practices and
policies have been allowed to continue
for years even though they were aware
of them. After all, they can't offend
their friends or hold their feet to the �re
when they perform poorly, incompe-
tently, or do not act in the best interest
of the town or taxpayer. I believe that
this has gone on long enough. In speak-
ing with people as I walk the town, I
am amazed at how many of them are
angry, or sadly, have just given up. My
wife and I have lived in this town for
over 11 years, and we both love this
town and the people. I am running for
the town council because I believe I can
bring effective leadership, responsible
leadership, and most importantly, ac-
countable leadership. Over the last two
years, we have had two members of the
council that have been a true voice for
the people, a fair voice for the people,

and an open mind for the people. Trag-
ically, we have lost one of these valiant
people. This town needs more lead-
ers like Sue Henseler. We need council
members that will listen with an open
mind and not ignore questions that have
a right to be answered, and who have
the best interest of the town and the tax-
payer in mind, not the interest of their
friends and cohorts. During the course
of this election, you will hear a great
deal about the future from my oppo-
nents on the other side. The future is a
wonderful thing to think about and pre-
pare for, but we can not forget about the
present. As the saying goes, we must
learn from the past, or we are doomed
to repeat it. Are you better off now than
you were two, four, eight years ago?
Where do you want to be two, four,
eight years from now? We can make
it better, and we can do better. I ask for
your support.

Ted Whittaker: I have been
a proud resident of North
Kingstown for 32 years, mar-
ried to my wife, Meredith, for

34 years and have two children, Tyler,
a senior at U.R.I. and Todd, in his sec-
ond year at C.C.R.I.

When I moved to North Kingstown

32 years ago I chose this town because
of the excellent quality of life it offered.
I am sad to say that unfortunately many
things have changed in recent years but
not for the better. I am running for
Town Council to strive to make a dif-
ference.

1. Our water quality has gone from
the best tasting water in 1974 to
water that tastes like it is com-
ing from a chlorinated swimming
pool. We must address the in-
frastructure of our aging water
system.

2. During the time I have lived here
three �re stations have closed,
they being North Quidnesset,
Quonset, and the Slocum Sta-
tion. Now some members of
our town council would like to
close the Saunderstown Station
and build a new facility at the
end of Route 138 and Route 1.
In my opinion this is the wrong
direction to go. The town must
keep the Saunderstown Station
open and add a new station in the
Slocum area. This would better
service the citizens of both loca-
tions in regards to safety and re-
sponse time.

3. Open space is important for us
to maintain our rural atmosphere.
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Yet, I believe that some areas
might need future development
for municipal facilites such as
schools, �re or police.

4. A new senior center should de-
�nately be constructed in a safe
and accessible location.

5. Quonset Point development is
paramount to the stabilization of
our tax base in North Kingstown.
This can be achieved with both
the QDC, the neighbors, and the
town working towards the same
mutual goal of sensible develop-
ment of industries that will pro-
duce good paying jobs and are
environmentally friendly to all.

Ed Cooney: The town is at a
crossroad. We have high prop-
erty taxes and major infrastruc-
ture issues which must be ad-

dressed.
The challenges we face at this

time are real - we cannot avoid them.
To meet and overcome them will re-
quire bold and creative leadership. This
bold and creative leadership has no
room for partisan shallow rheteric. We
will need elcted of�cials with real solu-
tions to real problems.

I ask that you look at the following
when considering me for your vote:

� 27 years resident with wife and fam-
ily

� 28 years and counting of senior �-
nancial management experience in
private sector

� Economics degree, Masters in taxa-
tion and CPA

� Trustee and former Chairman of
Kent Hospital Board of Trustees
Rudy Giuliani was recently quoted as

saying “the mood of the voter will be to
choose those candidates who can step
across party lines and unite People.” I
would like a chance to do that.

Steve Campo:First, I would
like to thank everyone who
took the time to read this.
I believe the best of North

Kingstown's future is yet to come. I
know the town can be better managed.

I think it's time for change. A change,
however, starts with you! On Novem-
ber 7th you will be choosing the future
leaders of our town. I ask for your vote
and support because I have the business
experience and the education and I will
dedicate the time necessary to deliver
better management. I look foward to
working for you. I ask for your vote. I
want to be your voice!

Bill Gilbert: I know we have
a great town with a bright fu-
ture and I can be an intelligent
part of it. I will bring prag-

matic management skills to bear on
the hard questions and common objec-
tives we all share. I want to preserve
North Kingstown rural character and
feel while simultaneously capitalizing
on Quonset's assets to alleviate our res-
idential tax burdens.

How well we intelligently say yes
and no will shape the immediate fu-
ture of our town. As a long term res-
ident, local businessmen and someone
who spent 14 years at one of our largest
Quonset employers I have a unique
skill set which properly re�ects the sen-
sibilities of North Kingstown's resi-
dents and business community. I would
appreciate your support and your vote
on November 7th.

Anthony Miccolis: The late
Senator John Chafee was my
political mentor. He exempli-
�ed the honesty, integrity, and

leadership that we associate with great
public servants. And, one of the things
I most admired about him was his
genuine concern for those whom he
represented. During my years work-
ing for him and in public service, I
have learned to listen carefully to con-
stituents, understand the issues that are
important to them, and seek thoughtful,
reasonable solutions.

This year's election season has seen
a great deal of mudslinging and un-
fortunate personal and political attacks.
North Kingstown deserves better than
that. Contrary to the election year
rhetoric and division, the current Town

Council has worked together in a bi-
partisan manner, even in a time of tight
budgets and limited resources. We have
had our discussions, but in nearly every
case, we have been able to move for-
ward unanimously.

With your support, I will continue to
work hard to ensure that the quality ser-
vices and amenities that we enjoy in our
town are not compromised. The resi-
dents of North Kingstown can be cer-
tain that I will continue to listen to the
concerns of the community and make
educated decisions on the tough issues
that lie ahead for our town.

We are on a steady course of ef-
fective, ef�cient, and transparent town
government. Let us continue to work
together to achieve results and con-
tinue to make North Kingstown the
wonderful community that we all en-
joy. I invite you to visit my web-
site at www.miccolis.org, and I respect-
fully ask for your support and vote on
November 7th.

John Patterson:No answer.

Mark Zaccaria: I hope the vot-
ers of North Kingstown will
look at the record I've estab-
lished of courteous but �scally

responsible work over the last two and
one half years. I hope that their assess-
ment of the positive in�uence I have
been will cause them to seriously con-
sider re-hiring me for a second full term
on the Town Council. In doing so the
voters will be availing themselves of
the experience I've built up on their be-
half when it comes to tackling the chal-
lenges in the term ahead.

One of those challenges will be to
maintain the town's Recreational Pro-
grams as a means of sustaining North
Kingstown's culture. I look forward to
continuing my work as Council Liaison
to the Leisure Services Advisory Com-
mittee in the two years ahead. FY'07
Budget Cuts that eliminated the posi-
tion of Director of Leisure Activities
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have made that continuity all the more
critical.

Another challenge we face will come
at us quickly in the form of our de-
liberations leading to the adoption of
the FY'08 budget. Continuing upward
pressure on non-discretionary expenses
coupled with the state legislature's new,
more onerous restrictions on the town's
funding are facts of the �nancial envi-
ronment. They will greatly increase the
dif�culty of bringing in a budget that
is both effective and respectful of the
property taxpayers who will fund it. I
know I can help in that delicate process.
I hope the voters know that, too.

I would ask anyone who has the
energy and public spirit to have got-
ten this far through my answers
to �nd out more at the web site
www.markz4nk.org.

I would also note that organization
and support available to candidates
through North Kingstown's Republi-
can Town Committee have been re-
sponsible for presenting an entire slate
of well quali�ed candidates for the
Town Council in 2006. In addition
to the three incumbents, the NKGOP
has recruited two superbly quali�ed
newcomers to round out the ticket.
Please �nd out about all the candidates
and their quali�cations at the web site
www.nkgop.org .

I ask for your vote on November 7th.
I hope that I have shown suf�cient evi-
dence that this would be a wise choice
on your part. Either way, Thank You
for your consideration.

Erin Carroll: I am running for
North Kingstown Town Coun-
cil because I believe that the
issues facing our community

need new, innovative solutions. I have
spoken to neighbors who are worried
that rising property taxes may chase
them out of their homes. As my hus-
band and I contemplate my son be-
ginning school, I have come to real-
ize that, although our school system is
regularly rated one of the best in the
state, we must remain vigilant. I have
watched North Kingstown expand and,

while this can be bene�cial, I want to
ensure it is not at the expense of our
open spaces or the way of life we in
North Kingstown value so highly. If we
are to address these issues in the com-
ing years, we must have a unique out-
look, a fresh pair of eyes.

I will be the fresh pair of eyes North
Kingstown needs. As a member of the
Town Council, I will help to reevaluate
the budgetary needs of our town by ap-
plying a simple test. I will ask the fol-
lowing questions: is this expense nec-
essary? What does this expense cost
our taxpayer? Can our town afford
this expense? Is it possible to allevi-
ate or defer this expense to another en-
tity? I believe that this test will help our
Town Council maintain a responsible
budget, guarantee the town the services
it needs, and alleviate unnecessary bur-
dens possible from our taxpayers.

North Kingstown is, truly, one of the
most enviable communities in the state
of Rhode Island. If we are to main-
tain this status we must remain vigi-
lant guardians of our town's economy,
services, and character. I will be a �s-
cally responsible, socially compassion-
ate, and environmentally sensitive rep-
resentative on the Town Council. I will
help to maintain North Kingstown as
one of Rhode Island's premier com-
munities. I will be our fresh pair of
eyes. I respectfully ask for your vote
on November 7th.

Shelagh McGowan: No
answer.

Dorman Hayes:

As a candidate for Town Coun-
cil, there are several ordinances that I
would like to propose.

� An ordinance prohibiting the sale
of all alcoholic beverages in North
Kingstown. Following the onset of
National Prohibition in July, 1919,
within 6 months the prison popula-
tions of many cities and states had

decreased by 50% to 75%. This was
not only a savings in tax dollars but
in lives, families and the well being
of communities.

� An ordinance prohibiting anyone
from driving a motor vehicle with
a blood alcohol level above .02%.
This is the allowable level in Swe-
den and Norway. Most European
countries have BAC levels of .05%.
Many other countries have BAC lev-
els of .00%. Here in Rhode Island
we have the highest BAC level in
the world. We also have the highest
drunk driving statistics in the world.
Some think we are the Drunk Driv-
ing Capitol of the world. This needs
to change.

� An ordinance prohibiting anyone
transporting a child to have a BAC
above .00%. One of the major causes
of child mortality is that of children
being transported by an adult under
the in�uence of alcohol. This often
occurs when a parent with custody
rights has an alcohol or drug abuse
problem. Unfortunaatly, we do not
have federal or state laws prohibiting
parents with alcohol or drug prob-
lems from having custody rights.

� An ordinance giving every child the
right to breath clean, fresh air in
their homes, when they are being
transported in a motor vehicle and
in all workplaces and public places
in North Kingstown. Second hand
smoke is a form of child abuse and
Child Endangerment that no child
should have to put up with.

� An ordinance prohibiting any one
from smoking any substance in
any multi-family housing in North
Kingstown. When someone smokes
in an apartment building, everyone
else has to smoke, whether they want
to or not. Second hand snoke is a
Class A carcinogen. No one needs
it.

� An ordinance prohibiting anyone
from smoking in any facility that is
the residance of a dog, cat, bird or
other member of the animal commu-
nity. The following are excerts from
a press release from Tufts Univer-
sity School of Veterinary Medicine
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in August of 2002.
“North Grafton, Mass., August 6,

2002. Cats living in homes where
people smoke cigarettes are more
than twice as likely to acquire a
deadly form of cancer known as fe-
line lymphoma, according to a �rst-
of-its kind study in cats conducted
by scientists at Tufts University
School of Veterinary Medicine and
the University of Massachusetts.”

This report continues. “We be-
lieve that feline exposure patterns to
environmental tobacco smoke may
mimic those of young children living
in households where adults smoke
and where children inhale tobacco
smoke or ingest particulate mat-
ter by mouthing contaminated ob-
jects” said Elizabeth R. Bertone,
ScD, Department of Biostatistics
and Epidemiology, University of
Massachusetts at Amherst.

An epidemiologist and lead au-
thor of the study, Bertone added
“Our �ndings offer another reason
for smokers living with pets and chil-
dren to try to `kick the habit.' Quit-
ting smoking will not only reduce
their risk of cancer, heart disease and
diabetes, but may reduce the risk of
cancer in their children and pets as

well.”
� An ordinance prohibiting all Rhode

Island Lottery sales in North
Kingstown. I would like to submit
several exerpts from “An Alabama
Lottery: Theft By Consent” by Dr.
John R. Hill. Dr. Hill is the Research
Director of the Alabama Policy In-
stitute. From Dr. Hill's concluding
remarks:

“The dollars generated by a state-
sponsored lottery come at a high
price. By targeting the poor
with glitzy, oversimpli�ed ads and
around-the-clock ticket availability,
lotteries sap vital dollars from the
poor, perpetuating the desperation in
low-income communities. As a re-
sult, the biggest winners in states
with lotteries are those who never
play the game and reap the bene�ts
of lower taxes, more affordable edu-
cation, or both.

When lotteries are legalized, the
number of problem and pathologi-
cal gamblers increases dramatically.
Crime also increases as gambling
addicts seek more money to bet on
the lottery. Hundreds of millions of
dollars in social and economic costs
are lost annually as a result of prob-
lem and pathological gamblers.

In addition to the dollars lost to
gambling, problem and pathologi-
cal gamblers destroy their families
and themselves. Gambling addicts
often abuse their spouses and their
children, abuse alcohol or drugs,
lose their jobs, and attempt suicide
with far greater frequency than non-
gamblers.

Government exists to serve and
protect the people. Instead of work-
ing in the interest of their citizens,
state governments that run lotter-
ies exploit the greed, ignorance and
gullibility of citizens to make as
much money as possible. In order
for government to win, its citizens
must forever lose.”

� Finally, this candidate would also
like to see an ordinance prohibit-
ing any person using mariquana
for medical purposes from smoking
mariquana in any workplace, pub-
lic place, multi-family housing or in
any home, motor vehicle or any othe
place where there is a child under 18
years of age. Unfortunatly, our Gen-
eral Assembly has been unable to do
this. Need I say more?
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